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COUNCIL NEWS 

We hope everyone had a wonderful summer.  As students 
head back to school, we wish them all the best for a suc-
cessful year ahead.  Here’s to enjoying a long, beautiful fall 
before winter arrives!  

The Municipality is ramping up the use of our Geographic 
Information System (GIS) as part of our ongoing efforts to 
modernize services and improve efficiency.  GIS is a power-
ful tool that allows us to organize, track, and manage infor-
mation in a way that supports better decision-making and 
helps ensure that no important tasks are overlooked.  Over 
the past month, we have been working to integrate a varie-
ty of functions into the system.  So far, we have been able 
to log by-law complaints, public works projects, infrastruc-
ture projects, and several other areas of municipal opera-
tions.  By centralizing this information in one system, staff 
can more easily monitor the progress of each project, iden-
tify priorities, and follow up in a timely manner.  This im-
proved level of tracking and oversight will make it easier 
for the Municipality to keep projects on schedule while 
also providing better service to the community.  As we con-
tinue to expand the use of GIS, it will become an increas-
ingly valuable tool in managing our day-to-day responsibili-
ties and long-term planning.  Ultimately, this investment is 
about working smarter, staying organized, and ensuring 
the Municipality delivers efficient and effective services. 

The Municipality is pleased to share that we recently held 
our kick-off meeting with the team from Steenhof Mining 
Services, along with Dr. Gagnon and Jennifer Loewen from 
the Points North Family Health Team.  This meeting 
marked an important first step in moving this project for-
ward, and we are extremely excited about the progress 
already being made.  Right from the start, the team has 
been diving into the details, working together on a compre-
hensive document that will help us better understand the 
specific needs of this project.  By clearly identifying priori-
ties and requirements early on, we can develop a more 
accurate cost projection and create an efficient, well-
structured plan to guide the work ahead.  This collabora-
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tive approach ensures that everyone is aligned and that the 
project is set up for long-term success.  We cannot say 
enough about how grateful we are for the ongoing support 
and dedication from Dr. Gagnon and Jennifer Loewen. Their 
input and expertise have been instrumental in shaping this 
initiative, and their continued involvement is invaluable as 
we move forward. With such a strong and committed team 
in place, we are confident that this project will bring mean-
ingful benefits to the community. 

After some initial frustrations and growing pains, the Munic-
ipality is pleased to share that we are now almost fully tran-
sitioned to banking services with TD.  Like any major change, 
the process came with a few challenges, but we are happy 
to report that many of the key issues have been addressed.  
Previous concerns with cheque processing have been re-
solved, as well as discrepancies with interest rates, which 
allows us to move forward with greater confidence and ac-
curacy.  In addition, we have begun making use of TD’s 
online services for receiving money, which has already 
helped to streamline certain processes and improve efficien-
cy.  The next important step in this transition will be to 
begin utilizing online payment services, such as direct de-
posit and electronic funds transfers (EFTs), for sending pay-
ments.  This will further modernize our financial practices 
and provide both convenience and reliability for the Munici-
pality and those we work with.  We extend our thanks to 
staff for handling the transition professionally and for their 
teamwork throughout the process.  We are excited to com-
plete the final steps of this transition and look forward to 
the benefits it will bring. 

Don’t forget that the Eagle River Recreation Centre is availa-
ble for rent for your next gathering, celebration, or commu-
nity event! Whether you’re planning something small or 
large, the centre provides a great space to bring people to-
gether.  Rental forms, along with more detailed information 
about rates and availability, can be found online or by vis-
iting our municipal office.  We are also excited to share a 
couple of new features that make the Recreation Centre 
even more convenient to use.  Free Wi-Fi is now available 
for all rentals, making it easier to stay connected during 
your event.  In addition, renters now have the option to use 
our Lucynt projector for an extra fee, perfect for adding 
something special to your occasion.  
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MESSENGER DEADLINE 

Submissions for the Machin Messenger must now be in by 

the LAST WEDNESDAY of the month, by noon. The dead-

line for the October  Messenger will be September 

24th. Send your submissions to  pilmar@sympatico.ca, sub-

ject line “Machin Messenger”.   Ads will need to be pre-paid 

prior to insertion in the Messenger.                                                                            

Please note that there are price changes for ads. Call 

the Municipal Office for details. 

MESSENGER ADS 

If you wish to advertise in the Machin Messenger, please 

call the Municipal Offices at 227-2633 to find out the 

charge for your ad. Ads will need to be pre-paid. 
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A big thank you goes out to Jenna Mol for her help in 
setting up our Starlink service—your support has helped 
make these improvements possible! 

Economic Development: 

The Municipality submitted an application to the Ontario 
Trillium Foundation (OTF) Seed Grant to support the de-
velopment of a new youth program at our arena.  Specifi-
cally, we are seeking funding to cover the costs of offering 
weekly power skating classes for a full year, as well as two 
power skating camps.  This initiative is designed to give 
children and youth the opportunity to stay active, learn 
valuable skating skills, and continue to enjoy time at the 
arena.  With the loss of minor hockey last year, it has be-
come even more important to find ways to keep kids en-
gaged and connected to both the sport and the facility.  
Our staff did an excellent job last year of encouraging par-
ticipation and finding creative ways to keep the arena ac-
tive, and we are proud of their dedication.  Building on 
that success, we are hopeful that this grant application will 
be successful so that we can launch this new program for 
the upcoming hockey season.  If approved, it will provide 
an affordable and accessible option for families while en-
suring that our arena continues to be a hub for recreation 
and community connection. 

The Municipality would like to extend a sincere thank you 
to all of the businesses that have so far participated in our 
Business Retention and Expansion (BR+E) program.  We 
truly appreciate the time and effort you have taken to 
complete the surveys and share your insights with us. Your 
participation is invaluable and plays a vital role in helping 
us understand the current business climate in our commu-
nity.  While we have already had a great response, we still 
have about half of our remaining businesses to connect 
with.  Over the next several weeks, we will continue reach-
ing out, with the goal of completing all surveys and inter-
views by the end of September.  We encourage all busi-
nesses to participate, as every perspective adds to the 
strength and accuracy of the final report.  Even at this 
stage, we have already noticed some common themes 
emerging from the responses, which will help us identify 
areas of opportunity and concern.  By gathering this infor-
mation, we will be better positioned to create strategies 

that support growth, sustainability, and long-term success 
for our local businesses. We look forward to sharing a 
complete report by the beginning of next year. Thank you 
again for your support and collaboration! 

The Municipality recently met with government represent-
atives to discuss the need for a major infrastructure pro-
ject within our community.  Our first meeting was held 
virtually, where we were able to provide an overview of 
the project, highlight its importance, and begin discussions 
on how to move forward.  These initial conversations were 
productive and gave us the opportunity to outline the key 
reasons why this project is a priority for the Municipality.  
In addition to the virtual meeting, I was also able to meet 
with government workers in person to continue the con-
versation and go into greater detail about the specific re-
quirements of the project.  This in-person discussion al-
lowed us to work through important considerations, ad-
dress potential challenges, and begin shaping a clearer 
path toward getting the project started.  While we are not 
yet able to release specifics about the project publicly, we 
want to assure residents that it is a meaningful step for-
ward for our community’s long-term infrastructure plan-
ning.  We are excited about the progress being made and 
look forward to the day when we can share more details.  
Completing this project will be a significant achievement, 
crossing a major item off our list of future infrastructure 
priorities.  It represents an important investment in our 
community’s growth, safety, and sustainability, and we are 
eager to continue working with our government partners 
to bring it to life. 

Public Works: 

The Municipality would like to extend a heartfelt thank 
you to our summer student, Courtney Reimer, for all of 
her hard work and dedication throughout the season.  
Courtney has been a tremendous help to our team, and 
we are very grateful for the effort and enthusiasm she 
brought to her role.  We wish her all the best as she con-
tinues her studies and future endeavors. 

Looking ahead, the Municipality is excited to share that we 
are currently looking to hire a Public Works Working Fore-
man Intern for a one-year contract position.  This is a great 
opportunity for someone interested in gaining valuable 
experience while contributing to important municipal pro-
jects and services.  Anyone interested in learning more 
about the role is encouraged to reach out to our office for 
additional details.  We look forward to welcoming a new 
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Effective April 1st to October 31st, 2025 

NO DAY BURNING – Fires can only be ignit-

ed 2 hours before sunset, or later, and 

must be extinguished 2 hours after sunrise, 

or earlier. 

To report a Forest Fire call 310-FIRE  

or 1-888-284-3473 

Thumbs up   Thumbs down 

Thumbs up  to  Jim Valkovich a seasonal resident 

who took it upon him self to fix/replace a broken balus-

ter spindle on Nick’s Lookout down at the waterfront.  

This is greatly appreciated, thank you so much Jim.   

 Thumbs up  to  Walter Leutschaft for always keep-

ing the Community Garden in Tip-Top shape. Thank you.  

Thumbs down  the person/persons who broke the 

Bear wise Garbage can at Hudson Park.  What would 

have cost you $2.50 to take you garbage bag to the 

Landfill Site! Will now cost Machin Taxpayers over 

$300.00!!!! 

team member to continue supporting the needs of our 
community. 

Revitalization: 

The Revitalization Committee would like to give a big 
shoutout and thank you to Terry Vezina for his hard work 
on the Eagle River building.  Your efforts and dedication 
have already made a noticeable difference, and the im-
provements are greatly appreciated by the community.  
It’s wonderful to see the positive changes taking shape, 
and we are grateful for the time and energy you’ve put 
into this project.  Thank you, Terry, for your contribution! 

Just a friendly reminder the Revitalization Committee 
“Machin Hats” are for sale at the Machin Office in Vermil-
ion Bay at a cost of $30.00 come and get one before they 
all sell out! 
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                                                         Need a Ride to Dryden?  

                                                          Try Out Our Seniors Bus. 

This is a Door to Door Service – you do not have to worry about parking or walking.  We drop you off 

right at the door of your medical appointment or essential shopping and return to pick you up. 

The cost is $15.00 per person to ride to and from Dryden on Tuesday or Thursday.  Should 
you have mobility issues both getting on and off the bus or shopping and carrying your 
items, thanks to the Happy Go Lucky Seniors Club they have provided funding for an Assis-
tant to ride on the bus to help with these issues.  Please call the Municipal Office at 227-2633 to 
book your ride or if you have any questions. 

You do not have to be a senior to use this service. Any adult can ride, however seniors do come first for 

this service. 

 
Eagle River Recreation Center Rentals 

 

Excellent for birthday parties, weddings, meetings, pickleball games, indoor sports, family 
gatherings and more. 

Available free of charge we have Wi Fi Starlink Internet, tables, chairs and parking lot on 
site. For an extra fee, we also have available a Lucynt Projector and full kitchen.   

Call the Municipality of Machin at 807-227-2633 for rates and availability. 

 

Just a friendly reminder that elementary and high school started back on September 3rd 

2025.  Please slow down and obey speed limits, watch for children walking and riding 

bikes, and please watch out for buses and obey flashing lights when they are loading and 

unloading children. 

We wish everyone a safe fun filled educational year! 
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We regret to inform you that after three months 

of trying to get names of interested people to 

purchase a reprint of The Evergreen Reflection 

Book we will not be pursuing this avenue. The 

Minimum amount we could get reprinted was 

one hundred copies at a cost of $135.00 per 

book plus shipping. We only received sixteen 

interested people, and we thank you for your 

interest and want you to know that we are 

checking out another option and should we get a 

better price we will be sure to let everyone know 

via the “Machin Messenger.”  Thank you. 

The Municipality of Machin is looking for members for 

the following committees: 

-Committee of Adjustment 

-Dryden OPP Detachment Board 3 

-Accessibility Committee 

If you have any questions about these boards please 

contact Tammy Rob, Clerk Treasurer at (807)-227-

2659.  

We would like to Thank anyone in advance for consid-

ering taking part in making our community a better 

place to live. 

Would you like to host Game Night                                 at 

Eagle River Recreation Centre?  

The Municipality of Machin is looking for                    an 

adult volunteer to run                                                       a 

weekly or bi-weekly                                                        Free 

Game Night for Families                                              in our 

Recreation Center.   

Please contact our Municipal Staff (807-227-2633) with 
days and times                                                             you 

would be interested in hosting.  
 

ATTENTION DOG OWNERS:  We have received numerous 

complaints regarding dogs defecating down at the Pavillion and water-

front as well as the dock, town streets and the owners/dog walkers are 

not picking up after the dog. We know there are many responsible pet 

owners out there that carry dog bags to collect their pets’ mess, but it is 

the few bad ones that are making everyone look bad. These areas are 

public areas for everyone to use, and it is very disgusting to look at or 

step in, and very unsanitary! 

PLEASE PICK UP AFTER YOUR DOG! 
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Carbon Monoxide and Heating Safety 

  

Carbon monoxide (CO) is an invisible, odorless, tasteless and poisonous gas produced by fuel-burning appliances and 

equipment. When a fuel-burning appliance does not get enough fresh air and fails to completely burn its fuel, carbon mon-

oxide is produced. 

The symptoms of CO poisoning are similar to the flu – nausea, headache, burning eyes, confusion and drowsiness – ex-

cept there is no fever.  If symptoms appear, immediately get everyone outside to fresh air and call 911. 

To keep your home safe from carbon monoxide, eliminate CO at the source.  Have your home’s fuel-burning appliances 

and equipment inspected annually by a certified technician.  The inspection should include all fuel-burning appliances/

equipment and their systems, such as the fuel supply, chimney/venting system and area around the device. To find a 

TSSA-registered contractor, visit COSafety.ca 

In addition to an annual inspection, occasionally examine your heating system for signs of deterioration, such as water 

stains, corrosion or leakage. 

For forced-air systems, clean the furnace air filters frequently – at least twice a year. 

Keep the area around the furnace free from dust, lint and materials or chemicals that could catch fire or explode if they be-

come too hot. 

Houses need to “breathe”. They need to expel moisture and other gases from inside and take in fresh air from outside. If 

the home’s ventilation is damaged or blocked, there is a powerful exhaust fan or there is an open-hearth fireplace, then 

carbon monoxide can be drawn back inside the house. To prevent CO being drawn back into the house, make sure warm-

air outlets and cold-air outlets are not covered by furniture or debris and check that the chimney and all vents to outside 

are free of debris and that they are kept clear of snow and ice buildup throughout the winter. 

If home has a fuel-burning appliance, fireplace or attached garage, a working CO alarm must be correctly installed on eve-

ry level of your home and near sleeping areas.  

Working smoke alarms must be correctly installed on every story of home and outside all sleeping areas.  

Test your CO and smoke alarms once a month to verify that that are working properly. 

Machin Volunteer Fire and First Response – Facebook or Instagram: @machinfire 
email: machinfire@bellnet.ca or mail: PO Box 249, Vermilion Bay, ON P0V 2V0 

Contact us for information on obtaining a smoke/CO alarm, making a home fire escape plan, fire safety, volunteering at the 
department, or any other questions. 
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@ 

Eagle River Recreation Centre 

September 4th 

September 11th 

September 18th 

FREE 

YOGA WITH SARA 
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Summer fun at the Woodland Arena 

ROLLER/BLADING/SKATING IS BACK! 

Free Admission 

No charge to use the roller/blading/skating boots. 

Every Friday from 6:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m.  

Popcorn, Candy Floss, cold drink and glow sticks  

available for sale at the canteen. 

 

Please stay updated by checking the Woodland Arena Facebook page 
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We would like to thank our family 
and friends for organizing and putting on the Surprise party for our 50th 
Wedding Anniversary at the Lions Hall.  The beautiful flowers, gifts and 
fabulous food were greatly appreciated. Your kindness and generosity 
touched us deeply.  The Food Bank and Lion’s Club were very pleased with 
the donations that were made.  We are truly blessed to have such amazing 
and loving family and friends.  We appreciate each and everyone of you.  
Sincerely Bev & George Kupper. 
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FOR SALE 
 

Eagle River Hall old tables are up 
for sale 

$40.00 each 
If you are interested please call 

the Machin Office 
807-227-2633 

 

 

 

 

 

Marcia Pilipishen 807-227-2061 

Vermilion Bay TOPS meets 

Thursdays at 11:00 a.m. 

at the Vermilion Bay Evangelical Church. 

If you are interested in joining our group,   please 

call the number below for further information.  

From the Commercial Food Fishery on Eagle Lake. 

Hale Fisheries have Whitefish for sale 

Fillets, skin off & deboned $12.00 per LB 

Dressed                     $ 4.00 per LB 

Dressed & Scaled           $ 6.00 per LB 

Call Ralph  807-755-2468 
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G & G SPORTS 

Box 309   Vermilion Bay 
Phone 227-2895 

Repairs to most sports equipment 
Zipper replacement or repair 

Snaps & buckles 
Recover ski-do seats and bike seats 

Chairs—boat seats 

Re-lacing baseball gloves 

Skate repair/sharpening 

                                                                      

 
The Vermilion Bay Co-op would like to let the shoppers 

know the following monthly dates for 2025                                                    

STORE HOURS: 9 A.M.– 6 P. M.                                
MONDAY—SATURDAY                                           

CLOSED SUNDAYS                                                                 

 
Just a reminder that you can view the Co-op Flyers online at 

www.coopconnection.ca                                                                   

Thank you for your patronage. 

Shareholder 

Days 

Senior Days Flyer Days 

  

Sept. 12 Sept. 17 

 

Sept. 12—Sept. 18 
Sept. 26—Oct. 2nd 

 Don’t forget your reusable bags 
Closed Sept  1 for Labour Day 

 

http://www.coopconnection.ca
http://www.google.ca/url?url=http://www.canadiandesignresource.ca/logo/co-op-logo/&rct=j&frm=1&q=&esrc=s&sa=U&ei=-LeiVMqiEcL_yQTzwoGoAw&ved=0CCYQ9QEwAQ&usg=AFQjCNF39XXGRk64zMWk7JSjeh0ZkqUycw
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The Reading Room 

will be open 

during Municipal Office business hours.  

Building Permit Applications and general inquiries are     
available at the Machin Office.   Any questions on build-
ing, please call the Chief Building Office, Shawna Alberts 
at (807)-216-8285 or the Municipal Office at 807-227-
2633. 

Area Church Services 

 

 

 Our Lady of Fatima 
Roman Catholic Church 
Hwy 17 Vermilion Bay 

Mass Fridays at 5:30 p.m. 
 

Vermilion Bay United Church 

97 Spruce Street 

Vermilion Bay 

Worship Services:  

Wednesdays at 7:00 p.m. 

Easter to the end of September 

St. Mark Lutheran Church 

Hwy 17 Vermilion Bay 

Services: Sundays 11:30 a.m. 

Evangelical Mission Church 

55 Willow Street, Vermilion Bay 

Services: Sundays 11:00 a.m. 

Sunday School—10:00 a.m.  

Upper Falls Baptist Church 

Hwy 105 North 

Worship: Sundays 11:00 a.m. 

Sunday School/Bible Study:  

10:00 a.m. (all ages) 

Copies of the water systems monthly summary, annual reports and the finan-

cial plan are available for viewing at the Municipal Office if any of the general 

public would like to review them.  Also available at the Municipal Office the 

public may access the Water Quality System Policy for the Vermilion Bay water 

treatment plant and distribution system which forms part of the Operational 

Plan.  Should anyone have any questions or concerns please do not hesitate to 

contact Shawna Alberts at 807-227-2064. 

UPCOMING MEETINGS 

 
Machin Council Meeting: Monday September 8th  
immediately following Public Works and Monday 
September 22nd 6:00 p.m. in Council Chambers, 
Machin Municipal Office 
Public Works Meeting: Monday September 8th at 
6:00 p.m., in Council Chambers in Machin Municipal 
Office 
Lions Club—First and third Wednesdays of every 
month, 7:00 p.m., Lion’s Hall.  
AA - 7:00 p.m. Tuesdays and Sundays at the Evan-
gelical Mission Church, 55 Willow St., Vermilion 
Bay. Social distancing rules apply.  
AL-Anon Family Group: Every Thursday 6:30 
p.m., at St. Mark Lutheran Church. For more info 
call Darlene @938-7061. Please note time 
change! 
Seniors Friendship Club of Eagle River—Third 
Wednesday of each Month.  
Waldhof Wranglers—Contact Emma Benham at 
807-220–0554,  waldhofwranglers2011@gmail.com ,  
or check out the Waldhof Wranglers Facebook page.  
 

 

Contact Information for 
Mayor & Council 

Mayor:  
Gord Griffiths 807-227-2074, 807-221-8717 
(cell) 
Deputy Mayor: 
Dennis Peterson 807-220-1558 (cell) 
Councillor:  
Tony Blair 807-227-5410 (cell) 
Councillor:  
Ray Pilkey 807-220-1502 (cell) 
Councillor: 
Greg Swanson 807-220-3615 (cell) 


