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COUNCIL NEWS 
 

Congratulations to all the graduates at Lillian Berg School! 
We wish all graduates the best of luck as they move on to 
High School next year and start the next chapter of their 
lives.  Thank you to all Lillian Berg School staff for the hard 
work they do. Enjoy a safe and happy summer! 

Municipal staff received three submissions for our request 
for proposal for new banking services that we sent out in 
March of this year.  Council and staff will review submis-
sions compared to our current banking services to deter-
mine whether a switch is needed and what would be bene-
ficial to the Municipality.  Some areas we are looking at are 
moving to a more digital system including adding debit/
credit-card machines at the office and beginning to start 
using online payment options compared to writing 
cheques.  A cost-factor as well as efficiency factor will be 
weighed in to our decision to finalize what our best option 
moving forward is. 

The Ministry of Environment Conservation and Parks visit-
ed our Eagle River Landfill for a site inspection in the final 
week of May.  During this inspection we took the time to 
continue our discussions about the overhead costs that are 
borne by municipal taxpayers and unless the government is 
providing funding for Machin to complete the tests/studies 
at both landfills to comply with MECP legislation then we 
are not going to move forward with compliance.  We have 
still been in touch with the Minister of Environment Con-
servation and Park’s office on this topic, we will continue to 
discuss this moving forward and try and find a solution that 
works for both the Municipality and the Ministry. 

In June Mayor Griffiths, Councillor Dennis Peterson, our 
EDO, and our Clerk Treasurer, visited Ear Falls to meet with 
their staff and Council member.  At this meeting different 
municipal projects and topics were discussed including 
landfill issues, crown land disposition, health care in each 
Municipality, and other relevant information related to 
municipal administration.  So far this year we have visited 
Sioux Narrows Nestor Falls, Rainy River (multiple munici-

Municipal Notes 
palities), and Ear Falls where we have noticed similarities 
and differences between each of our communities.  Housing 
is a major issue wherever you go, including market rentals 
and seniors’ apartments. Attracting private developers to 
the smaller municipalities in the Northwest is an ongoing 
issue, leaving us to try and develop new housing on our own 
or by working with the Kenora District Services Board 
(KDSB). 

The Kenora District Municipal Association had their execu-
tive meeting in the Machin council chambers in June with 
some members joining through zoom and some attending in
-person.  Mayor Griffiths is the KDMA rep for Machin and is 
joined by other mayors and councillors from 8 other munici-
palities (Pickle Lake, Sioux Lookout, Ignace, Kenora, Dryden, 
Red Lake, Ear Falls, Sioux Narrows Nestor Falls).  Machin 
council passed a resolution in June to support KDMA as they 
lobby the government to include TWOMO (Territories With-
out Municipal Organization, also referred to as unincorpo-
rated or unorganized communities) funding in the District 
Home for the Aged.  Currently, only municipalities are con-
tributing funding to District Home for the Aged, yet this ser-
vice is available for all residents located in the unorganized 
communities.  KDMA does not believe this is fair as munici-
pal taxpayers are taking on the costs for District Home for 
the Aged and those who do not contribute to this are also 
provided the same service.  Services supported by municipal 
taxpayers that are open to, and sometimes no extra charge 
to the unorganized residents, is a common issue throughout 
the Northwest and something that we have been dealing 
with for a long time.  We hope the provincial government 
will recognize this issue, specifically about the District Home 
for the Aged, and include funding from TWOMO so that 
their fair share is paid while also lightening the burden on 
municipal taxpayers. 

Economic Development: 

The Municipality applied to the Ontario Trillium Foundations 
Seed Grant for the funds to purchase two interactive projec-
tors to be used by our Recreation Facilitator to run game 
hours for older adults in our area.  Interactive projectors will 
have over 150 games that display on a table, wall, or floor 
and aim to improve cognitive abilities while also increasing 
physical activity.  Games include multiplayer formats to get 
groups of older adults involved. Our 
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MESSENGER DEADLINE 

Submissions for the Machin Messenger must now be in by the 

LAST WEDNESDAY of the month, by noon. The deadline 

for the August Messenger will be July 31st. Send your 

submissions to  pilmar@sympatico.ca, subject line “Machin 

Messenger”.   Ads will need to be pre-paid prior to insertion 

in the Messenger.                                                                            

Please note that there are price changes for ads. Call 

the Municipal Office for details. 

MESSENGER ADS 

If you wish to advertise in the Machin Messenger, please 

call the Municipal Offices at 227-2633 to find out the 

charge for your ad. Ads will need to be pre-paid. 
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goal is to create a fun atmosphere that is free for all older 
adults to attend and take part in the many games that are 
offered through these projectors. 

The Municipality accepted a proposal from Woodland Her-
itage Northwest to complete a stage 1 archaeological as-
sessment for the Ely Lake project.  Our expectation is that 
a stage 2 assessment will not be required; if it is, the time-
line will be expanded, and it would be an extra cost to the 
Municipality.  After the assessment is completed, the pub-
lic consultation process will be started by the Municipality 
and the Ministry of Natural Resources and Forestry.  In a 
perfect world, we would see the Crown Land disposed to 
the Municipality in a year or two; however, we would still 
need to go through the land severance process before we 
would be able to have the lots ready for sale.  A realistic 
timeline for this project to be fully completed would be 
the 3–5-year range, anything under that would be a suc-
cess.  

After some delays with the Municipal Property Assess-
ment Corporation and coding issues with data transfers, 
our new GIS system should be live this month.  Staff will 
have some time getting trained by our new GIS providers 
and getting used to the new system.  Once comfortable, 
we will be going through map layers and ensuring bounda-
ries and surveyed property is accurate and then eventually 
updating our assets into the GIS system like culverts and 
potentially bridges.  This new system will make work a lot 
easier when it comes to identifying current property own-
ers, property boundaries, zoning, and other useful tools 
like printing envelopes within a specific geographic area of 
the Municipality.   As mentioned in previous Messengers, 
this is step forward to modernizing the services at our Mu-
nicipality as well as improving the accuracy of information 
the Municipality is able to give property owners moving 
forward in a timely manner.  

Max Nagy, EDO 

 Recreation: 

Summer is here and so are those pesky mosquitos! Let’s 
hope the weather stays hot and they start to disappear 
soon.  What’s “HOT” is the month of July, “SUNSET ON 

THE STRIP” is just around the corner, what a great line up, 
get your tickets online at https://sunsetonthestrip.com/ or 
you can purchase them at the Vermilion Bay CO-OP and 
Machin municipal office.  See you all there. So exciting to 
have such a big event hit our community.  Kids Camp is 
well underway in the planning stages, this year we will be 
having a Carnival for the last day.  Please be sure to let 
everyone know, spread the word! Lots of exciting things 
for the kids to do and I am sure the adults will have a fun 
time as well.  Festivities will start at 11am and run until 
3pm down at the Pine Tree Park Pavilion.  Come have a 
bite to eat at the concession and bring the kids for a great 
afternoon of water sliding, face painting, bouncy castles, 
and so much more.  See our poster for more details. 

Rollerblading/skating is back at the Woodland Arena every 
Thursday evening, bring a friend and come skate to your 
favourite tunes at 6-8pm.  No bugs and it is nice and cool. 
Just a reminder we do birthday parties or special group 
events as well, so please contact me at 807-227-2633 ex 
231 if you’d like to book the Woodland Arena.  Pickleball & 
Game Nights are still running at the Eagle River Recreation 
Centre, it is a great way to socialize and get active, come 
out and join our ballers.  I would also like to say a Big 
Thank You to Sara Neal for volunteering her time for yoga, 
you are so greatly appreciated! Baseball has started and 
we had a good turnout on Monday June 17th, all ages are 
welcome. 

Carman Brignall, Recreation Facilitator   

Public Works: 

We would like to welcome James Marion to our summer 
parks crew! Thanks for joining the team, James. He is al-
ready making a positive impact in his time here. We are 
happy to have you on the crew.  We had a serious block-
age in one of our culverts on Townline road, and after nu-
merous attempts at trying to un-plug the culvert we even-
tually had to replace it.  Our crew has been busy patching 
on Ojibway Dr, Townline Rd, and Airport Rd; we have also 
been trying to keep up with cutting grass but have had our 
issues doing so.  The amount of rain, staffing shortages, 
equipment issues, and other work projects have made it 
difficult to keep up with the grass growth.  As we continue 
to look for new members to add to the crew and complete 
other projects, we are confident we will have our munici-
pal grass maintenance up to date soon. 

 

https://sunsetonthestrip.com/


Revitalization Committee: 

The Revitalization Committee is looking for new mem-
bers to join! There are two open positions available for 
any residents that are interested in joining.  Meetings 
usually take place once a month on Wednesdays at 6:30 
p.m. at the Eagle River Recreation Centre.  If you’re in-
terested in joining or would like more details, please call 
807-227-3005 or e-mail economicdevelop-
ment@visitmachin.com. 

Thank you to Burton Penner for completing the Revitali-
zation Committee signs for the Minnitaki School Histori-
cal Park and Eagle River Historical Park! One of our goals 
is to increase the existing signage in our area and revi-
talize or add onto our existing parks. 

 
. 
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Thumbs up   Thumbs down 

Thumbs up  to Armand Cimon for his purchase and 
care of Fort Vermilion. The outside looks great with all the 
grass cut and trimmed. Good job Armand!!  

Thumbs up  to Luke (former Busters). Your highway 
location looks great!! Your hard work is appreciated!  

**Remember** 

Fires can only be ignited 
 2 hours before sunset, or later  

and must be extinguished  
2 hours after sunrise, or earlier. 

If it is windy, don’t burn! 

To Report a Forest Fire  

call 310-Fire or 1-888-284-3473 

 

A GREAT BIG THANK YOU TO  

Lillian Berg School 

& 

Vermilion Bay Lions Club 

For their generous donation 

To 

Kids Camp 

Happy Summer, we hope you 
all had a great Canada  Day 

and to our American visitors 
we wish you a Happy 4th of 

July. 

mailto:economicdevelopment@visitmachin.com
mailto:economicdevelopment@visitmachin.com
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Outdoor and Indoor Cooking Safety 

 
BBQ Safety 

Before using BBQ 

CLEAN: use a pipe cleaner or wire to make sure the burner ports are free of rust, dust, dirt, spider webs or other de-
bris.  
CHECK: examine the hose leading from the tank to the burners. Replace if cracked or damaged.  
TEST: find leaks by applying a 50/50 solution of water and dish soap to propane cylinder connections and hoses. If 
bubbles appear, tighten the connection(s) and/or replace the damaged part(s) and retest.  
DO NOT place the BBQ close to wooden fences or walls, vinyl siding, or anything that can burn. The area behind your 
BBQ must be free of anything that can ignite – this is where hot gases escape. 
USE BBQS OUTDOORS ONLY.  They produce carbon monoxide, a poisonous gas that can lead to unconsciousness and 
even death.  Never use or store propane cylinders inside any structure, including garages. 
While using BBQ  

• Never leave the BBQ unattended when in use. 
• Always use long handled grilling utensils and heat resistant oven mitts to avoid exposure burns from heat and 

flames. 
• Keep loose clothing away from a hot BBQ. Keep children and pets at least one metre (three feet) away from a 

hot BBQ. When finished barbecuing, turn the gas valve off first, then turn off the burner controls so no gas is 
left in the connecting hose. Allow the BBQ to cool completely before closing the cover. 

• Periodically remove the grease build-up in the catch trays and make sure that grease does not build up on the 
burners or at the base of the BBQ. Failure to do so could cause a grease fire. Never throw water on a grease fire 
– this will only spread the flame. 

Stove Safety 

To prevent cooking fires, you must be alert. You will not be alert if you are sleepy, have consumed alcohol, drugs or 

medicine that makes you drowsy.  

• Always stay in the kitchen while cooking. If you must leave, turn off the stove. 
• Keep anything that burns—oven mitts, cooking utensils, dish cloths, paper towels and potholders— a safe dis-

tance from the stove. 
• Keep a proper-fitting pot lid near the stove when cooking. If a pot catches fire slides the lid over the pot and 

turn off the stove. Do not move the pot until it has cooled completely. 
• Loose-fitting clothes can come into contact with stove burners and catch fire. Wear short sleeves, tight sleeves 

or roll them up when cooking. 
 

For your safety, working smoke alarms must be installed on every storey of your home and outside all sleeping areas 

and install carbon monoxide alarms outside all sleeping areas if home has a fuel-burning appliance, a fireplace or an 

attached garage.  Check the alarms expiry date and replace them when they expired. Test alarms monthly to ensure 

that they are working. 
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MACHIN PROUD – SUPPORT YOUR                                          

COMMUNITY 

MACHIN T-SHIRTS & HOODIES FOR SALE AND AVAILABLE 

AT THE MACHIN OFFICE AND VERMILION BAY CO-OP. 

PROCEEDS TOWARDS MACHIN REVITALIZATION COMMIT-

TEE PROJECTS -- $30 T-SHIRTS   $60 HOODIES 

                         

 

The logo on the back of the clothing is  

our beautiful Eagle Lake. 

 

 

 

                                                              

Need a Ride to Dryden?  

Try Out Our Seniors Bus. 

This is a Door to Door Service – you do not have to worry about parking or walking.  We drop you off 

right at the door of your medical appointment or essential shopping and return to pick you up. 

The cost is $10.00 per person to ride to and from Dryden on Tuesday or Thursday.  Should 
you have mobility issues both getting on and off the bus or shopping and carrying your 
items, thanks to the Happy Go Lucky Seniors Club they have provided funding for an Assis-
tant to ride on the bus to help with these issues.  Please call the Municipal Office at 227-2633 to 
book your ride or if you have any questions. 

You do not have to be a senior to use this service. Any adult can ride, however seniors do come first for 

this service. 
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ITEM 

  

PRICE 

  

Per Bag (26 inches X 36 inches). 

  

  $2.50 per bag 
  

Trailers and Half Tons 

Trailers will be measured at the 
landfill site to determine price. 

  

$0.30per cubic foot 

  

Dump Truck-non contaminated 
sorted garbage. 

Dump Truck- building materials 
with landfill permit number. 

*Note* Machin will no longer ac-
cept any buildings from outside 
our Municipal Boundaries 

  

$300.00 per load 

  

$600.00 per load 

  

Batteries 

  

$10.00 each 
  

Tires & Metal (maximum of FOUR 
tires per household) 

Maximum of FOUR tires per 
household FREE thereafter $5.00 
per tire. Scrap metal is free, but 
do not put in recycling bins. 

  
  

Fridges/Freezers/Large household 
appliances ** All doors on appli-
ances must be removed** 

All Fridges and Freezers must show 
tag that refrigerants have been 
removed. 

  
  

  

$10.00 each 

WASTE DISPOSAL FEES  

Make sure your ashes are cold before you dump them in our landfills.  

  MACHIN LANDFILL SITES DO NOT ACCEPT THE FOLLOWING: 

• Petroleum products, Propane Tanks (you can take them to Propane + in Dryden 

• Paint  

• Animal parts 

• Ammunition 
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RECYCLING 
 THE FOLLOWING  ITEMS WILL BE ACCEPTED AT MACHIN LANDFILLS 

  

-containers with a recycling triangle on the       
bottom containing the numbers 1,2,3,4,5,6 
or 7 (new) 

  

  

-household paper, shredded paper, and en-
velopes 

  

-steel (tin) food cans 

  

-flattened cardboard - no more than one 
meter, (39 inches) in any direction 

  

-aluminum beverage cans 

  

-cardboard egg cartons and paper tubes 
  

-polycoated (milk cartons, juice cartons, etc.) 

  

-flattened cardboard – (cereal box, cracker 
box, shoe & tissue boxes, laundry, packing 
boxes etc.) 

  

-tetrapacks (juice boxes, etc.) 

  

-magazines, phone books, books (with the     
hard cover removed) 

  

-newspapers and inserts, flyers, junk mail 

  

   

• Crush plastic bottles, milk and juice cartons and aluminum cans to leave more room in your Blue Box 
• Remove plastic screw caps from containers. 
• Rinse out your containers! 
• REMEMBER, NO plastic bags please! 

THE FOLLOWING ITEMS NOT ACCEPTABLE AT MACHIN LANDFILLS: 

  

-glass 

  

-aluminum foil or foil pie plates, 

 metal hangers 
  

-aerosol cans, propane bottles 

  

-anything containing a hazardous substance 
(motor oil, paint thinner, paint, etc.) 

  

-foil or foam takeout food containers 

  

-plastic bags, plastic packaging, and   cello-
phane 

  

-plastic (screw caps, toys, flowerpots) 

  

-foam packaging, foam egg cartons or foam    
meat trays 

Please no scrap metal in recycling bins! 
  

 Please note that waste disposal cards and permit 
applications are available at both landfill sites.                                                          
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Lillian Berg Public School 

June 2024 
It’s that time of year where all is quiet in the hallways at Lillian Berg School.  

The last few weeks were busy, wrapping up academic achievements in the classroom, while at the same time incor-

porating some fun events to end the school year. 

Junior and intermediate students traveled to Dryden, to participate in an Elementary School Soccer Tournament at 

the beginning of the month.  

Science North visited our school to present captivating “CanCODE” in school programs.  Each class had a different 

topic such as “turtle Tracks, a hands-on coding experience programming turtle bots, and “Micro: Build a Bot”, chal-

lenging students to build and program their own micro bot!  

We were invited to attend Eagle Lake’s Migisi Shagaigan School Pow Wow. We are always grateful to be invited to 

participate in the celebrations taking place in their community. 

Grade 1 and 2 students invited all the classes and their families to their “Wax Museum” presentations in their class-

room. They were so excited to dress-up and share their research & art about a favorite character.  They worked so 

hard and were so proud of their hard work and accomplishment.   

Grade 5 & 6 students and Mr. Myers went fishing at the dock on one of the last days. They are a great “outdoors” 

group and enjoyed the day. 

Our Grade 8 Graduating Students opted for a very simple and beautiful ceremony followed by a bonfire & treats in 

the school’s backyard. We wish them all the best as they head to DHS in the fall, enter this new chapter in their lives – 

now spread your wings and fly! 

We all enjoyed a fun filled “Water Fun Day” and BBQ to wrap up this school year! Thank you to all the families that 

came to enjoy the day. 

From all of us at Lillian Berg School, we would like to wish all of our students a safe and wonderful Summer Break! And 

we will see you back in school on Tuesday, September 3rd. 
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INFORMATION: 

NO MORNING COFFEE ON 
MONDAYS, WEDNESDAYS, 
AND FRIDAYS IN JULY AND    
AUGUST.  COFFEE STARTS UP 
AGAIN SEPTEMBER 11th FROM 
7AM TO 9AM.  

ON SWELTERING HOT          
SUMMER DAYS, THE ACTIVITY 
ROOM WILL BE OPEN FROM 
11AM TO 4PM.  CALL FIRST TO 
MAKE SURE THE ROOM IS 
OPEN.  

CRIB TOURNAMENTS WILL 
START UP IN SEPTEMBER, 
WATCH FOR POSTERS.  
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July 17-19 

2024 
Dryden Dryden Regional  

Health Centre 

 

Marcia Pilipishen 807-227-2061 

Vermilion Bay TOPS will no longer be meeting  

in person for the time being.                                  

If you are interested in joining our group,   

please call the number below                                 

for further information.  
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G & G SPORTS 

Box 309   Vermilion Bay 
Phone 227-2895 

Repairs to most sports equipment 
Zipper replacement or repair 

Snaps & buckles 
Recover ski-do seats and bike seats 

Chairs—boat seats 

Re-lacing baseball gloves 

Skate repair/sharpening 

                                                                      

 
The Vermilion Bay Co-op would like to let the shoppers know the 

following monthly dates for 2024                                                     

STORE HOURS: 9 A.M.– 6 P. M.                                
MONDAY—SATURDAY                                           

CLOSED SUNDAYS                                                                 

 
Just a reminder that you can view the Co-op Flyers online at 

www.coopconnection.ca                                                                   

Thank you for your patronage. 

Shareholder 

Days 

Senior Days Flyer Days 

  

July 12th July 17th July 5th—July 11th 
July 19th—July 25th 

   PLEASE REMEMBER 
YOUR REUSABLE     
SHOPPING BAGS 

The Co-Op will be closed on August 5th  
For the Civic Holiday 

 

Amy Woolfrey, RN 

 
Contact Trisha at 807-323-0134 

http://www.coopconnection.ca
http://www.google.ca/url?url=http://www.canadiandesignresource.ca/logo/co-op-logo/&rct=j&frm=1&q=&esrc=s&sa=U&ei=-LeiVMqiEcL_yQTzwoGoAw&ved=0CCYQ9QEwAQ&usg=AFQjCNF39XXGRk64zMWk7JSjeh0ZkqUycw
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The Reading Room 

will be open 

during Municipal Office business hours.  

Building Permit Applications and general inquiries are     
available at the Machin Office.   Any questions on build-
ing, please call the Chief Building Office, Shawna Al-
berts at (807)-216-8285 or the Municipal Office at 807-
227-2633. 

Area Church Services 

 

 

 
Our Lady of Fatima 

Roman Catholic Church 
Hwy 17 Vermilion Bay 

Mass on Fridays at 5:30 p.m. 

Vermilion Bay United Church 

97 Spruce Street 

Vermilion Bay 

Worship Services:  

Wednesdays at 7:00 p.m. 

Easter to the end of September 

St. Mark Lutheran Church 

Hwy 17 Vermilion Bay 

Services: Sundays 11:30 a.m. 

 

Evangelical Mission Church 

55 Willow Street, Vermilion Bay 

Services: Sundays 11:00 a.m. 

Sunday School—10:00 a.m.  

Upper Falls Baptist Church 

Hwy 105 North 

Worship: Sundays 11:00 a.m. 

Sunday School/Bible Study:  

10:00 a.m. (all ages) 

Copies of the water systems monthly summary, annual reports and the finan-

cial plan are available for viewing at the Municipal Office if any of the general 

public would like to review them.  Also available at the Municipal Office the 

public may access the Water Quality System Policy for the Vermilion Bay water 

treatment plant and distribution system which forms part of the Operational 

Plan.  Should anyone have any questions or concerns please do not hesitate to 

contact Shawna Alberts at 807-227-2064. 

UPCOMING MEETINGS 

Machin Council Meeting: Monday July 8th, im-
mediately following the Public Works meeting, and 
Monday July 22nd, 6:00 p.m.in Council Chambers, 
Machin Municipal Office 
Public Works Meeting: Monday  July 8th at 6:00 
p.m., in Council Chambers in Machin Municipal Of-
fice 
Lions Club—First and third Wednesdays of every 
month, 7:00 p.m., Lion’s Hall. 
AA - 7:00 p.m. Tuesdays and Sundays at the 
Evangelical Mission Church, 55 Willow St., Vermil-
ion Bay. Social distancing rules apply.  
AL-Anon Family Group: Every Thursday 6:00 
p.m., at St. Mark Lutheran Church. For more info 
call Darlene @938-7061. Please note time 
change! 
Kinettes—The first WEDNESDAY of each month, 
7:00 p.m. in the Bayview meeting room.  
Seniors Friendship Club of Eagle River—Third 
Wednesday of each Month.  
Waldhof Wranglers—Contact Emma Benham at 
807-220–0554, waldhofwrangles2011@gmail.com , 
or check out the Waldhof Wranglers Facebook 
page.  

  

Contact Information for 
Mayor & Council 

Mayor:  
Gord Griffiths 807-227-2074, 807-221-8717 
(cell) 
Deputy Mayor: 
Dennis Peterson 807-220-1558 (cell) 
Councillor:  
Tony Blair 807-227-5410 (cell) 
Councillor:  
Ray Pilkey 807-755-1701, 807-220-1502 (cell) 
Councillor: 
Greg Swanson 807-220-3615 (cell) 

                                          SUMMER HOURS                      
     WASTE DISPOSAL SITES 


