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COUNCIL NEWS 
 

We’d like to wish everyone a Happy New Year and hope 
you all enjoyed the holiday season! As we move into Janu-
ary, we have a lot of projects/topics on our mind that we 
plan on discussing with Minister Offices as the year goes 
on.  Some of these projects/topics include our landfills, 
Crown Land acquisition projects, municipal bridges, and 
many more.  With our EDO being located close to Toronto 
we’ll be able to have more representation with offices lo-
cated in Toronto and be able to talk with Ministers, or Min-
isters staff, face to face on these topics. 

Mayor, Council, municipal staff, and members of our Vol-
unteer Fire Department had a yearly emergency plan 
meeting/training in December.  These meetings take place 
in the municipal office and give members of the meeting a 
chance to go over potential emergency situations that the 
Municipality could face.  Meetings establish responsibilities 
and outline the roles of each individual during different 
types of emergencies so we’re prepared for any that may 
eventually take place. 

The Municipality was pleased to hear the government re-
spond so quickly to rising OPP costs after the immediate 
action taken by Municipalities like Machin urging for some-
thing to be done.  While we are very happy the govern-
ment removed our proposed OPP cost increases for 2025, 
we are still worried about the future of these costs and 
how a sustainable model can be reached.  Councillor Den-
nis Peterson voiced these concerns in Thunder Bay in De-
cember at the zone 1 meeting.  This meeting included mu-
nicipal representatives, OPP members, and members from 
the Ministry of the Solicitor General.  Downloaded costs 
like our OPP costs have steadily seen rises and at this rate 
are something that all municipalities are not going to be 
able to accommodate, especially small communities like 
ours.  We try our best to keep taxes at a reasonable rate 
each year but can only do so much as some costs are un-
fortunately out of our control. 

The Municipality has been working with TD over the past 
couple months to slowly transition our banking services to 

Municipal Notes 
them without having any service interruptions.  Municipal 
staff met again with team members from TD that will be 
responsible for helping with the transition and our overall 
banking needs.  We expect to see direct deposit payments 
for sending/receiving money available in January. Once we 
are up and running on this end, we will provide more detail 
for those that wish to sign up.  If you already have direct 
payment through Alterna, we will be sure to let you know 
any changes that occur. We don’t believe there should be 
any major changes; however, we will reach out if there is.  
The Canada Post strike has really emphasized the im-
portance of having online banking services.  The strike has 
caused delays in cheque payments being sent, something 
we will not have to worry about in the near future as we 
move some of our banking services online.  We mentioned 
previously the thought of potentially having interac/point-of
-sale machines, this will be revisited once we are comforta-
bly up and running with TD in 2025. 

Economic Development: 

The Woodland Arena has been experiencing problems with 
the ice plant (chiller) for the arena the past few years and 
seems to be progressively getting worse.  Our arena manag-
er has been working extremely hard to get the plant running 
each time it shuts down, not to mention keeping constant 
communication with Trane going over options/methods to 
have the plant running smoother.  After talking with Trane 
Technologies, the chiller is on year 16 meaning it’s aging 
closer to its full life expectancy (15-20 years).  Mayor, Coun-
cil, municipal staff, and our arena manager discussed op-
tions proposed by Trane Technologies for us moving for-
ward.  Our most likely option is to receive a quote for the 
costs to replace the entire unit and apply to two different 
grants to cover 90% of the costs of the project.  The grants 
we’d be looking at include the Ontario Trillium Foundation 
Capital Grant and the Northern Ontario Heritage Fund Cor-
poration’s Rural Enhancement Stream.  If we were to move 
forward with this, and were successful with the grants, a 
potential breakdown for the project would be $200,000 
from OTF, $250,000 from NOHFC, and $50,000 from the 
Municipality to complete it.  We will continue to keep the 
public updated as we weigh different options moving for-
ward. 

After discussions at a Revitalization 
Cont’d on Page 2 



MESSENGER DEADLINE 

Submissions for the Machin Messenger must now be in by 

the LAST WEDNESDAY of the month, by noon. The dead-

line for the February Messenger will be January 29th. 

Send your submissions to  pilmar@sympatico.ca, subject line 

“Machin Messenger”.   Ads will need to be pre-paid prior to 

insertion in the Messenger.                                                                            

Please note that there are price changes for ads. Call 

the Municipal Office for details. 

MESSENGER ADS 

If you wish to advertise in the Machin Messenger, please 

call the Municipal Offices at 227-2633 to find out the 

charge for your ad. Ads will need to be pre-paid. 
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Property Owners in Vermilion Bay with   Aqua Flow units 

are reminded to turn them on to prevent your water from 

freezing.  Please ensure that they remain on until the 

middle of April.  Should you have any questions please 

call Shawna Alberts at 227-2064. 

Committee Meeting between members and further dis-
cussions with Mayor, Council, and municipal staff, we are 
going to be adding Wi-Fi at the Eagle River Recreation 
Centre.  Starlink has officially been ordered and once it 
arrives our public works staff will install it at the rec cen-
tre.  Most public spaces, especially public buildings, seem 
to offer free Wi-Fi for users; the installation also opens up 
many more opportunities for different uses at the rec cen-
tre.  With Wi-Fi, the rec centre can be rented for meetings, 
presentations, and other business/work related uses as 
well as programs like Armchair Travel and different DNFC 
events. 

The Notice of Completion for our Ely Lake project has 
been completed and came back with no comments.  Now 
MNRF is issuing a Statement of Completion notice which 
will end on January 16th.  In this Statement of Completion, 
they’ve added a preliminary date on when they believe 
the entire process should be done (official sale of land to 
Machin), the date chosen is in December 2026.  They have 
assured us that this is early, and the process can be done 
before this date.  While it’s encouraging to see an end 
date in sight, it’s still far away, based on previous experi-
ence it would seem like a realistic date as well.  The com-
pleted survey for the cemetery expansion has been sitting 
in the surveyor general’s office for close to a year now, 
this gives a good idea of the wait time expected as we are 
yet to even receive survey instructions to begin surveying 
for Ely Lake. 

Big kudos to our Public Works Department for starting the 
culvert inventory checklist this past fall! Thanks to them 
starting this, we’ve been able to update the information to 
our excel spreadsheets and share this with our GIS system 
operators.  With this information, CGIS has been able to 
upload it to our GIS database and we can now view our 
current mapped culverts in our GIS system! This gives staff 
the ability to check/update yearly which culverts need re-
placements, their size, location, and make.  We hope to 
have all culverts marked by the end of this year, a small 
step forward in modernizing our services and staying up to 
date on our asset management. 

Max Nagy, EDO 

Recreation: 

Happy New Year to Everyone, I hope your holidays were full of 
fun and excitement, and everyone was surrounded with family 
and friends. I enjoyed some much-needed time off and I am up 

for new and exciting adventures this year, Bring on 2025    

Merchandise bingo was a success, attendance was excellent, I 
think we topped off at about 50 people. I am sure they will have 
something exciting for us this month keep an eye out for the 
posters or on our website.  A big thank you to the staff Charlene, 
Crystal & Logan, and my helpers Rose and Connie.  

Armchair Travel went to the North Pole with the elves, we had a 
fantastic group of 41 who joined us, Thank you. I would be com-
pletely run off my feet if I didn’t have the great volunteers I 
have, Rose Rhyner, Glenda Hatfeild, Heidi Feniuk, and my P.R. 
Connie Calvert. I also had a helper with the delicious dessert, 
Gail McCann.  Thank you, ladies, for all you do. I will be choosing 
our next destination for January so hold tight for the next excur-
sion, again posters and the website will keep you up to date.  

Lyn Robinson will also be coming back for the New Year hosting 
Aerobics in Vermilion Bay and Eagle River.  

Pickleball is moving right along in Eagle & Vermilion Bay, good 
job all you ballers.  

Family Game Night is Wednesdays 5-7 in Eagle River @ the Rec-
reation Centre lets see you all out there.   

Have a great January and stay warm.  

Carman Brignall, Recreational Facilitator  

Public Works: 

Everyone please welcome Kyle Gibeault back who’s now 
our Working Foreman Intern! Kyle was previously on the 
seasonal public works crew a few years ago and is starting 
this position on a one-year contract with 90% funding 
coming from the Northern Ontario Heritage Fund Corpora-
tion.  We are excited to have you back and part of the 
team! 

Revitalization Committee:  

Everyone please welcome our newest two members, Jen-
na Mol and Lisa Durocher! We are so excited and happy to 
be adding to our committee. Can’t wait to have you at 
more of our meetings in the New Year.  We’d also like to 
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                                    Water Rates for 2025  

 

       Residential Users     $123.10 monthly billing 

    Residential Service Turned off   $61.55 monthly billing 

    Minimum Meter Rate Under 10,000 gal $186.90monthly billing 

    Meter Rate for 10,000 to 50,000 gal  $.019021 gal 

    Meter Rate for next 50,000 gal   $.017017 gal 

    Meter Rate for next 999,999 gal   $.007854 gal 

    Meter Service Turned off    $93.45 monthly billing 

   Turn On and Off Charge    $50.00 

    Sale of Water     $.20 gal  

The Municipality of Machin 

Staff and Council 

would like to  

wish everyone  

a  Happy and Healthy 2025! 

thank everyone for their support in 2024, we have a lot of 
projects on the go and are thrilled to keep you updated on 
them in 2025! 

Now Introducing “Find Bigfoot”! At the Revitalization 
meeting at the end of November, committee members 
came up with the idea of “Finding Bigfoot” in the Machin 
Messenger. Read through the Messenger and see if you can 
spot him. 

Shoutout: 

A big shoutout to all of the helpers during the Santa Claus 
Parade, Skate with Santa, and CP Holiday Train! We owe big 
Thank You’s to Ken and Lorraine Fox and to Brent Woods for 
your help with our friends from the North Pole! 

Congratulations: 

Congratulations to Cindy Skene on her sale of the Northside Motel 
and for operating in our community for just over 10 years! We 
thank you for being a part of our community and wish you all the 
best in your future! 

Find Bigfoot in the Messenger: 

Now introducing Find Bigfoot! At 

the Revitalization Committee 

meeting at the end of November, 

committee members came up with 

the idea of “Finding Bigfoot” in the 

Machin Messenger.  Take a look 

around and see if you can spot him 

this issue! 
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January is Alzheimer Awareness Month 
A Resource for Caregivers of People with Alzheimer Disease or Related Dementia 

 
Alzheimer Disease is a progressive, degenerative brain disease that destroys vital brain cells. As a result of the changes to 
the brain, it no longer works as it used to. People with this disease become less and less able to make sense of infor-
mation from the outside world. They become unable to think, remember, understand, and make decisions as before. If a 
fire were to occur in their home, people with Alzheimer Disease or other dementia would be extremely vulnerable to se-
rious injury, or even death. The following fire safety information can help make a safer environment for persons with Alz-
heimer Disease - and those who live with them.  

Smoking: Careless smoking is the leading cause of fire deaths in Ontario. For people with Alzheimer Disease, the risk is 
even greater. As the disease progresses, they are less likely to follow safe smoking procedures making it important to su-
pervise the individual while they are smoking. Purchase large, deep ashtrays and consider putting water in the bottom for 
added safety. Cigarette butts and ashes should be submerged in water before being dumped in the garbage. Placing a 
cookie sheet under the ashtray can prevent cigarette and hot ashes from falling onto furniture or clothing. Smoking out-
side, or while seated at a table, is safer than smoking on upholstered sofas or chairs. No one should ever smoke in bed, 
nor in a home where oxygen is in use.  

Cooking: If the person likes to cook, it is important to provide supervision and assist where necessary. Removing the fus-
es or knobs from the stove will prevent its use during unsupervised times. Other appliances, such as toasters and electric 
kettles, should be unplugged and stored out of sight when not in use. Even though microwaves are less hazardous than 
stovetops, they can still cause burn injuries and fires, so should only be used with supervision. 

Heating Appliances: If space heaters are used in the home, make sure they are kept at least one metre (three feet) away 
from anything that can burn. The surfaces of woodstoves and fireplaces get extremely hot, so keep metal fire screens 
around them to prevent contact burns.  

Candles: All candles should be removed from the home of a person with Alzheimer Disease or related dementia as they 
can easily be knocked over or brushed against.  

Home Fire Escape Planning: If a fire occurs in the home, caregivers need as much time as possible to assist the person 
with Alzheimer Disease to safety. Having working smoke alarms on every storey and outside all sleeping areas as required 
by law helps to ensure the earliest detection and warning of fire. Test smoke alarms once a month following the manu-
facturer’s instructions and replace batteries once a year. If the alarm is more than 10 years old, it needs to be replaced. 

In a fire situation, it is critical that everyone in the household knows what to do and where to meet outside of the home. 
Develop a home escape plan, indicating two ways out of every room, if possible, and review the plan with every member 
of the household. The plan should also identify who will assist the person with Alzheimer and any other vulnerable occu-
pant(s) to safety outside of the home.  

When the smoke alarm sounds and there is smoke or fire, everyone must get out right away. Call 911 from outside the 
house on a cell phone or from a neighbour’s house.  

For additional tips, education and support on Alzheimer Disease visit www.alzheimerontario.org 

Contact Machin Fire for a smoke/CO alarm, safety information, or for information on volunteering: 
Facebook/Insta: @machinfire | email: machinfire@bellnet.ca | mail: PO Box 249, Vermilion Bay, ON P0V 2V0 
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                                                         Need a Ride to Dryden?  

                                                          Try Out Our Seniors Bus. 

This is a Door to Door Service – you do not have to worry about parking or walking.  We drop you off 

right at the door of your medical appointment or essential shopping and return to pick you up. 

The cost is $15.00 per person to ride to and from Dryden on Tuesday or Thursday.  Should 
you have mobility issues both getting on and off the bus or shopping and carrying your 
items, thanks to the Happy Go Lucky Seniors Club they have provided funding for an Assis-
tant to ride on the bus to help with these issues.  Please call the Municipal Office at 227-2633 to 
book your ride or if you have any questions. 

You do not have to be a senior to use this service. Any adult can ride, however seniors do come first for 

this service. 
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Lillian Berg School 
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Itõs the last week of school for our Staff & Students, and we can feel the excitement and anticipa-

tion in the air.  

 

The schoolõs òSCHOLASTIC BOOK FAIRó was unbelievably successful. With our families and commu-

nity members help, our LBS Library has approx. $300.00 in òbonus dollarsó to spend on new books in 

the next 12 month! We would like to say òTHANK YOUó to Lorraine Boudreau-Hammon for setting up 

32 boxes of books and packing up the unsold items after the Book Fair!  

 

We greeted and watched the òHoliday Trainó coming through our community on December 3rd ð 

this is always a beautiful event, with great entertainers to kick off the holiday season and give to a 

wonderful cause!  

 

On December 6th we invited the community to celebrate òA Family Christmasó at our school. Eve-

ryone chipped in to help with a variety of òold fashionedó crafts, cookie decorating and fantastic 

music. Everyone was treated to Pizza, Grinch Juice and Hot Chocolate.  

 

Classrooms are busy with the hustle and bustle, crafting homemade gnomes, painting pinecones, 

3D snow globes, getting ready for our Annual Christmas Concert. Every class is practicing and will 

be showing off their collective talents for the concert. It was nice to see parents, caregivers, guard-

ians and  c ommunity members join us for an a fternoon of Christmas c heer!  

 

Vermilion Bay Lions members packed 11 hampers with groceries going to families in need in our 

school community, and our Vermilion Bay Kinsmen dropped off 2 boxes of little treat bags for our 

students ð Thank You to Lions - Trish, Marcel, Linda and Linda for always being there to help, your 

kindness does not go unnoticed, and thank you to The Vermilion Bay Kinsmen for the lovely treat 

bags!  

 

On Thursday, December 19th we will celebrate with a òChristmas Lunchó, eating together at 

lunchtime, and enjoying being a school family! To make this happen we can never forget to say, 

òTHANK YOUó to our weekly òHot Lunch Helpersó, Linda Huitikka, Judy Fowler and Lorraine 

Brechtefeld! Without you é. It would be totally impossible to do! 

 

It is with sincere gratitude and gratefulness we look back at these past few months at Lillian Berg 

School. The support from our community members makes us truly feel blessed. THANK YOU from the 

bottom of our hearts.  

 

We would like to wish everyone a beautiful Christmas Season and Happy New Year ð we will see 

you back in school on January 6 th, 2025! 
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Christmas is quickly approaching and we think we’re ready for it, 
Our volunteers have once again showed us their true grit!
Dodging the winter weather was quite a feat,                        
But we persevered to share our annual loop 
treat.                                                                                                            
Warren & Barb Harrisonôs snowmen and Linda Carterôs 
gifts remain steadfast.                                                             
Through snow, freezing rain and huge windséthey last! 

The Peeters Tree displays the 
handiwork of Lindsey and her 
team, 
The cutest little tree youôve ever 
seen. 

The Pippy-Evans tree is a colourful 
sight, 
Kathy decorated it with everything 
bright! 
 

The Briar and Orin Tree is next in 
line, 
Gram Ursula Rhyner and Carm 
Hampeôs creativity made it look 
divine! 

The Larson tree..the next one to see, 
Tanya adorned it with reds, golds, gifts and 
dressed it to a tee! 
 

The Durocher tree for you 
to take in. 
Lisa and Mike created 
this with a grin.   
A cardinal atop spreading 
Christmas delight, 
This tree even lights up at 
night! 

The Jaeger Trees are all decked out, 
Ryan, Kaedyn, Kelly, Darian, Scott, Addie, 
Erik, Tony & Diana. + their pets Joey & Lin-
coln have a lot of clout!  
They beautifully decorated these trees no 
doubt. 
The Jaeger boys never let us down, 
They trudge through the snow and our 
trees are found. 
A huge thank you to all who make this our 
tradition, 
When people drive by, they appreciate our 
ambition!  
Merry Christmas and Happy New Year eve-
ryone. 
Peace Joy and Love from Eagle River! 
 

Found these two on Airport Road             

in Eagle River… Merry Christmas!  



Machin Messenger—Page 9 

 

What:   

A Book Club. Tackle your New 

Years Resolution with a little 

help this year while reading 

through and using “evidence 

based self improvement 

strategies” from Bestselling 

book Atomic Habits by James 

Clear.    

Where:                           

Points North Family Health 

Team                           

Facilitated by Mary Corbett, 

RSW 

When:                         

Tuesdays 1-230 pm        

January 14-February 18 

 

Contact Machin Clinic 807 227 2675 to book initial appointment.  

Group size will be small. Book will be supplied.  

Will you be trying to tackle the same New Years Resolution this year                        

as you have the last 5 years? 
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807-227-2061 

Vermilion Bay TOPS meets 

Thursdays at 11:00 a.m. 

at the Vermilion Bay Evangelical Church. 

If you are interested in joining our group,   

please call the number below for further 

information.  
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G & G SPORTS  

Box 309   Vermilion Bay 
Phone 227-2895 

Repairs to most sports equipment 
Zipper replacement or repair 

Snaps & buckles 
Recover ski-do seats and bike seats 

Chairs—boat seats 

Re-lacing baseball gloves 

Skate repair/sharpening 

                                                                      

 
The Vermilion Bay Co-op would like to let the shoppers know the 

following monthly dates for 2025                                                    

STORE HOURS: 9 A.M.ð 6 P. M.                                
MONDAYñSATURDAY                                           

CLOSED SUNDAYS                                                                 

 
Just a reminder that you can view the Co-op Flyers online at 

www.coopconnection.ca                                                                   

Thank you for your patronage. 

Shareholder 

Days 

Senior Days Flyer Days 

  

January 10th January 15th Jan. 3rd—Jan. 9th 
Jan. 16th—Jan. 23rd 
Jan. 31st—Feb. 6th 

    PLEASE REMEMBER 
YOUR REUSABLE SHOPPING BAGS 

Amy Woolfrey , RN  

 
Contact Trisha at 807-323-0134 

http://www.coopconnection.ca
http://www.google.ca/url?url=http://www.canadiandesignresource.ca/logo/co-op-logo/&rct=j&frm=1&q=&esrc=s&sa=U&ei=-LeiVMqiEcL_yQTzwoGoAw&ved=0CCYQ9QEwAQ&usg=AFQjCNF39XXGRk64zMWk7JSjeh0ZkqUycw


Machin Messenger—Page 12 

The Reading Room 

will be open 

during Municipal Office business hours.  

Building Permit Applications and general inquiries are     
available at the Machin Office.   Any questions on build-
ing, please call the Chief Building Office, Shawna Al-
berts at (807)-216-8285 or the Municipal Office at 807-
227-2633. 

Area Church Services 

 

 

 Our Lady of Fatima 
Roman Catholic Church 
Hwy 17 Vermilion Bay 
Closed for the winter.  

 

Vermilion Bay United Church 

97 Spruce Street 

Vermilion Bay 

Worship Services:  

Wednesdays at 7:00 p.m. 

Easter to the end of September 

St. Mark Lutheran Church 

Hwy 17 Vermilion Bay 

Services: Sundays 11:30 a.m. 

Evangelical Mission Church 

55 Willow Street, Vermilion Bay 

Services: Sundays 11:00 a.m. 

Sunday School—10:00 a.m.  

Upper Falls Baptist Church 

Hwy 105 North 

Worship: Sundays 11:00 a.m. 

Sunday School/Bible Study:  

10:00 a.m. (all ages) 

Copies of the water systems monthly summary, annual reports and the finan-

cial plan are available for viewing at the Municipal Office if any of the general 

public would like to review them.  Also available at the Municipal Office the 

public may access the Water Quality System Policy for the Vermilion Bay water 

treatment plant and distribution system which forms part of the Operational 

Plan.  Should anyone have any questions or concerns please do not hesitate to 

contact Shawna Alberts at 807-227-2064. 

UPCOMING MEETINGS 

Machin Council Meeting: Monday January 13th 
following the Public Works meeting, and Monday 
January 27th 6:00 p.m. in the Council Chambers, 
Machin Municipal Office. 
Public Works Meeting: Monday January 13th at 
6:00 p.m., in Council Chambers in Machin Munici-
pal Office. 
Lions Club—First and third Wednesdays of every 
month, 7:00 p.m., Lion’s Hall. 
AA - 7:00 p.m. Tuesdays and Sundays at the 
Evangelical Mission Church, 55 Willow St., Vermil-
ion Bay. Social distancing rules apply.  
AL-Anon Family Group: Every Thursday 2:00 
p.m., at St. Mark Lutheran Church. For more info 
call Darlene @938-7061. Please note time 
change! 
Kinettes—The first WEDNESDAY of each month, 
7:00 p.m. in the Bayview meeting room.  
Seniors Friendship Club of Eagle River—Third 
Wednesday of each Month.  
Waldhof Wranglers—Contact Emma Benham at 
807-220–0554, waldhofwrangles2011@gmail.com , 
or check out the Waldhof Wranglers Facebook 
page.  

 

Contact Information for 
Mayor & Council 

Mayor:  
Gord Griffiths 807-227-2074, 807-221-8717 
(cell) 
Deputy Mayor: 
Dennis Peterson 807-220-1558 (cell) 
Councillor:  
Tony Blair 807-227-5410 (cell) 
Councillor:  
Ray Pilkey 807-220-1502 (cell) 
Councillor: 
Greg Swanson 807-220-3615 (cell) 


