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COUNCIL NEWS 
 
Winter is finally here; we hope everyone can make time to enjoy 
the many outdoor recreational activities our area offers during 
the winter months!  Mayor and Council would like to thank eve-
ryone who attended the Special Council Meeting for the swear-
ing in of New Council on November 21st. Committee representa-
tives that were appointed at the Council Meeting are posted be-
low; we are all excited to get to work and serve the community! 

We’d like to acknowledge the rising cases of COVID and illnesses 
in our region.  The holiday season is a time to spend with family 
and friends; we hope that everyone is still able to enjoy their 
holiday activities in a safe manner. 

After a year of advocating for the transfer of the old Highway 647 
that runs through our airport property it seems that MTO has 
made their decision.  Originally the Ministry wanted the Munici-
pality to pay market value for the sale of the road allowance; 
however, after conversations with Ministry employees and 
letters written to Minister Mulroney, MTO has decided the land 
should be transferred over for no fee.  This is a big step forward 
towards future development at our airport! 

There has been a lot of discussions lately regarding our new are-
na rates; specifically, season passes.  Our new season pass prices 
are based off our daily rates opposed to previous years where 
there was a fixed fee for a family pass.  We are also offering two 
free public skating and/or pick-up hockey specials where after 10 
paid visits your next two visits are free.  Arena staff will keep 
track of your visits to public skating and/or pick-up hockey to 
track when you receive your two free visits. 

Mayor and Council would like to thank everyone who participat-

ed and attended “Christmas in the Village” on December 3rd.  

We’d also like to wish everyone a safe and Happy Holidays! 

We are happy to announce we’ve hired Gord Tourond as our 
new Woodland Arena Manager! Gord is someone who has been 
around arenas all his life and brings with him experience and 
expertise to the job.   

Committee Representatives: 

Kenora District Services Board (KDSB): Gord Griffiths  

Kenora District Municipal Association: Gord Griffiths  

Finance Chair: Gord Griffiths  

Municipal Notes 
Communities for Safe Living: Gord Griffiths  

Machin Police Services Board: Dennis Peterson 

Patricia Area Community Endeavours (PACE): Dennis Peterson 

Community Development Chair: Dennis Peterson  

Home Support Committee: Tony Blair 

Recreation Committee Chair: Tony Blair 

Committee of Adjustments: Tony Blair & Ron Kujansuu 

Public Works Chair: Ray Pilkey 

Revitalization Committee: Ray Pilkey 

Fire Department: Greg Swanson 

Local Citizen Advisory Committee (LCAC): Greg Swanson 

Northwestern Health Unit: Trudy Sachowski  

Economic Development: 

The Municipality is moving forward with our plans to have a Feasi-
bility Study/Cost Projection done for an Ambulance Base & Health 
Clinic.  The proposed location of this potential build is the CP Prop-
erty which was purchased this year.  Having a Feasibility Study/
Cost Projection strengthens our chance of being successful with 
future funding programs which is critical to the success of this 
project. 

We are applying for the Resilient Communities Fund through the 
Ontario Trillium Foundation for the costs associated with extend-
ing the Recreational Facilitator contract two more years.  After 
only 5 months, Carman has had quite the impact on the communi-
ty! Responsible for yoga classes, art classes, baseball, disco roller-
blading, arm chair travel, kids camp, and many other great activi-
ties; we hope to have another two years of fully funded programs.   

I hope everyone is able to have a fun filled holiday this year! With 
a lot of grants still submitted and awaiting a decision, I hope to 
have some good news in the new year! 

Max Nagy, EDO 

Recreation: 

Welcome to December, WOW, where has the last 5 months gone? 

I am so grateful for all of your support, Thank you! New news, 

Dryden Native Friendship Centre has had some really great pro-

grams run out of the Eagle River Rec Centre; I am encouraging 

everyone to come and join us.  These programs are a lot of fun, 

free to all, and very informative.  Keep an eye on our Facebook  

Cont’d on Page 2 



Municipal Notes cont’d 

MESSENGER DEADLINE 

Submissions for the Machin Messenger must now be in by the 

LAST WEDNESDAY of the month, by noon. The deadline 

for the January Messenger will be Wednesday Decem-

ber 28. Send your submissions to                            pil-

mar@sympatico.ca, subject line “Machin Messenger”.   Ads 

will need to be pre-paid prior to insertion in the Messenger.                                                                            

Please note that there are price changes for ads. Call 

the Municipal Office for details. 

MESSENGER ADS 

If you wish to advertise in the Machin Messenger, please call 

the Municipal Offices at 227-2633 to find out the charge 

for your ad. Ads will need to be pre-paid. 

Thumbs up   Thumbs down 

Thumbs up  to Mother Nature for providing the kids 

with great weather for Halloween! 

Thumbs up  to al the trick-or-treaters who were so 
polite and well-behaved.  
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Property Owners in Vermilion Bay with   Aqua Flow units 

are reminded to turn them on to prevent your water from 

freezing.  Please ensure that they remain on until the 

middle of April.  Should you have any questions please 

call Shawna Alberts at 227-2064. 

page and Website for upcoming events.  December 7th we’ll be 
having a merchandise bingo and a light lunch at the Eagle River 
Rec Centre.  I’ve been looking into some new ideas and programs 
for the new year, please feel free to contact me with any 
thoughts or ideas you may have.  I would like to wish everyone a 
wonderful holiday season with your family and friends! 

Public Works  

We have been spending a lot of time working on the Eagle River 
Rink and trying to bring it up to standards.  This task does take a 
lot of work; any volunteer help would be greatly appreciated! 
Specifically shovelling snow and flooding the ice would be a great 
help in keeping the rink in proper form. 

 

Woodland Arena: 

November was a successful month; we hosted the Rut Classic 
Tournament at the beginning of the month and also welcomed 
Indigenous Sports & Wellness Ontario who hosted an event with 
the Nolan Brothers! Please continue to check out our Woodland 
Arena Page and Website for the updated arena schedule each 
week.  Pick-up hockey will continue to run on Monday & Friday 
each week from 4:00-5:30 and public skating each Tuesday & 
Wednesday each week from 4:00-5:00 unless otherwise posted. 

Woman in the Workplace: 

This month we are acknowledging not one, but two of the hard-
working women in our community. To start, we'd like to congrat-
ulate Gail Munford and Pine Grove Motel on operating for 50 
years in the Municipality!  Gail has lived in the Municipality for 57 
years and has been able to see the community grow as well as 
adapt to different economic conditions, especially COVID.  Being 
able to operate a small business for that long, especially in a 
small Municipality, is remarkable.  Congratulations to Gail and 
the Munford Family! 
 
Next, we'd like to talk about Tanya Larson and the No Stress Ex-
press Grab & Go! Opening in September of this year, Tanya offers 
products from other small businesses like the Tasty Touch & 

Simply Scuffles as well as makes her own soups and sandwich-
es.  When talking with Tanya, she really wanted to focus on sup-
porting our small businesses in the community and not trying to 
brand herself, rather offer products to the community with a 
little bit of love in it! For a limited time, Tanya will have Christ-
mas in the Village at the No Stress Express where many local ven-
dors will be offering products in the month of December.   
 
Thank you both to Gail and Tanya for the hard work that you've 
put into the community and the work you continue to put into 
the community! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

From left: Brad Munford, Tanya Larson, Brayden Larson, Gail 
Munford. 

The Municipality of Machin 

Mayor, Councillors and  Staff 

   wish everyone  

a very Merry Christmas 

and all the best in the New Year.  
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Machin Council approve of the following water rates for 2023 which is a 2% increase 
from 2022: 
  

Residential Users     $118.27 monthly billing 
Residential Service Turned Off   $59.14 monthly billing 
Minimum Meter Rate Under 10,000 gal. $179.58 monthly billing 
Meter Rate for 10,000 to 50,000 gal. $.018282 gal. 
Meter Rate for next 50,000 gal.  $.016356 gal. 
Meter Rate for next 999,999 gal.  $.007549 gal. 
Meter Service Turned Off    $89.79 monthly billing 
Turn On and Off Charge    $50.00 
Sale of Water      $.18 gal. 

 

Under Water Ontario Regulation 453/07, the Municipality of Machin has been Legislated to increase 
the Water Rate by 2% for the next eight years. 

____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Machin Council and Staff have approved the following hours of operation over the 2022 Christmas/New 
Year’s period as follows: 

 Municipal Office 

Closed December 26, 2022 to January 2, 2023 
 

Public Works Department  
Will operate their regular hours but will be closed on the following:  
December 26 (full day), 27 (full day), 2022 and January 2, 2023 (full day). 
If it snows and is required Public Works will be plowing. 

 
Woodland Arena 
Woodland Arena will be closed to the public from December 24, 2022 to January 3, 2023 inclusive, 
but will accept private rentals upon request at the Manager’s discretion. 

 
Landfill Sites (Vermilion Bay and Eagle River)  
Open regular hours. 

 
Eagle River Rink 
To Be Announced depending on ice conditions. 

Christmas Hours of Operation for the Senior’s Bus: 
December 6, 8, 13, 15, 20, 22 call 227-2633 or 529-4485  
to book your ride. 
Starting back up January 3, 2023. 
Merry Christmas from Irene & Gord. 
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 ‘Tis the Season to Be Fire Safe! 

 
Prevent these leading causes of fire during the Holidays: 

Cooking – Always stay in the kitchen while cooking.  If you must leave turn off the stove. 

Heating Equipment – Heating systems and chimneys should be inspected and cleaned annually by a qualified service 

technician. 

Smoking – Butt-out cigarettes in large, deep ashtrays. Ashes should be emptied in a metal container, not the garbage 

can, and put outside. 

Alcohol – Drink responsibly. Attempting to cook or smoke while under the influence is too often a contributing factor in 

house fires. 

 

Fire safety for Holiday decorations: 

Lights – Some lights are only for indoor or outdoor use. Use the appropriate lights. 

Make sure lights have the logo of a recognized safety standards agency such as CSA or ULC 

Read the manufacturer’s instructions for the number and types of light strands that can be strung together safely. 

Replace any string of lights that have worn or broken cords or loose bulb connections. 

Always turn off indoor decorative lights before leaving home or going to bed. 

Trees – If choosing a real tree, pick one that has been freshly cut; needles should not fall off when touched. 

Make a fresh cut 5cms (2”) off the base of the trunk before placing the tree in the stand. 

Keep the tree stand full of water. 

Make sure the tree is at least 1 metre (3 feet) away from any heat source. 

Never place lit candles on the tree. 

Discard the tree when it dries out and large amounts of needles begin to fall off. 

Candles – Keep candles in a sturdy holder away from children, pets and anything that can burn. Blow candles out be-

fore leaving the room. 

 

Remember fire moves faster than you: 

Install smoke and carbon monoxide alarms in your home and test them every month. 

Have a home escape plan with a meeting place outside. 

Make sure everyone in household knows the home escape plan and what to do if they hear the smoke or CO alarm. 

 
Contact Machin Volunteer Fire and First Response to receive a smoke/CO alarm, for fire safety information including 
how to make a home escape plan, to volunteer at the department, or any other information:  
On Facebook or Instagram: @machinfire – by email: machinfire@bellnet.ca – by mail: PO Box 249, Vermilion Bay, ON 
P0V 2V0     
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Christmas in the Village on December 3 was a huge success. Starting with the craft 
market at the Lions Hall, thank you Eagle Lake Skating Club for putting it on and all 
the crafters who took part. 

Next up was the CP Holiday Train, which was great to see after 2 years. We were given a 
great show by Tenille Townes & Aysanbee. Machin Area Helping Hands was presented 
with a $2500.00 cheque from CP Rail, which will be an immense help in distributing 
hampers to the needy.  A thank you to Hale’s Fisheries for the generous donation of 
fresh fish from Eagle Lake for the staff and entertainers on the train. Thank you to all 
the people who showed up for the show. Thank you, Helping Hands, for the hot choco-
late that kept us warm during the show, and Santa for making an appearance and 
treating us with candy canes. 

After the train left, everyone’s next stop was to go ahead to the Woodland Arena park-
ing lot to enjoy a bonfire, hot chocolate and smores, all courtesy of Bruyere’s Bobcat 
Service. Thank you Norbert & Rose. 

And then it started getting dark and floats started to arrive at the Fire Hall. This was 
Machin’s first night parade that we have taken on, and it was outstanding! Thank you 
to all who decorated floats, rode on the floats, drove the floats, and braved the cold to 
watch the Parade. Thank you to the Fire dept. for stepping up to lead the parade when 
OPP did not show. Thank you, Santa for taking the time from your busy schedule to take 
part not only in our parade but make special appearances throughout our community.  

To finish off the day a free skate along with free hot dogs & hot chocolate were supplied 
courtesy of The Municipality of Machin. Santa apologizes that he could not stay the 
whole time at the arena, but duty called Mrs. Claus was having problems with the 
elves. Thank you, arena staff. 

I would like to sign off by saying thank you, to Council, Staff, and all the volunteers 
too many to name. Finally thank you, to everyone who came out and supported 
“Christmas in the Village”. 

Merry Christmas and Happy New Year, see you next year. 
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St. Mark Lutheran Church Christmas Services 

Advent Services: 

Wednesday Evenings at 5:00 pm 

November 30 & December 7, 14, 21, 2022 

Christmas Eve Candle Light Service:  

December 24, 2022 at 9:00 pm 

There will be no service in Vermilion 

Bay on Christmas Day. 

There will be a Christmas Day Service 

in Dryden at 10:30 am. 
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Lillian Berg School 
 

 

 

 

 

We are nearing the end of November, and some-
how it seems, students are sliding into a festive 

spirit. 

It was very windy and cold, but students braved 
the weather to attend this years Remembrance 
Day celebration. They understood the significance 
of the day, learning about past and present wars, 
the sacrifice of soldiers, and having received 
printed learning materials from the Veteran’s Af-
fairs Ministry. Primary classes and our Kindergar-
ten class created beautiful artwork with poppies. 

Lillian Berg School’s “Christmas Wrap” fundraiser 
was very successful, and we are grateful for the 
amazing support we are receiving from our school 
families. 

The Dryden Trillium Lions visited to present the 
“Lion’s Safari” to our Grade 5 – 8 classes, to help 
our Grade3 and 4 students understand how the 
Lions Club locally & internationally help people 
with their eyesight. 

We also planned a “Safety” presentation facilitated 
by the OPP, which had to be canceled and post-
poned due to an emergency. 

We sincerely thank Mrs. Brechtefeld, and the local 
Lions “Lunch” volunteers who assist us to offer a 
weekly hot lunch to students. More than half of 
our students are signed up every week. An amaz-
ing bonus are several of our Gr. 7/8 students, who 
are getting valuable work experience with kitchen 
skills as well as serving and etiquette skills. It 
seems every week they are becoming more re-
sponsible and motivated to be outstanding role 
models for the younger students that participate 
in the “Hot Lunch” program.! 

Thank you to Tasha for the donation of potatoes 
and preparing packages for our “NOW” program! 

Two of our Grade 8 students, Hunter Mireault and 
Finley Owzarek just returned from Thunder Bay, 

KINDERGARTENS 

MAKING SNOWMAN 

CRAFTS 

where they attended a  “Skills Canada” work-
shop. They were able to explore many career 
opportunities in the trades and technology sec-
tors. 

Our school will host a “Book Fair” December 5th 
t0 7th in the Library area. Students and parents/
caregiver can browse a great selection of books 
to purchase. We have not worked out all the lo-
gistics, but we will make sure, every student 
has a chance to visit the “Book Fair” during reg-
ular school hours. Please contact LBS, if you 
have any questions. 

We are looking forward to December, celebrat-
ing winter and Christmas, with crafts, ideas of 
sharing and mindful & happy spirits. 

We are wishing everyone in our communities a 
wonderful Christmas Season and joyous time 
during the Holidays!  

School will end on  December 16th, 2022 and re-
sume on January 3rd, 2023. 
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The Vermilion Bay  

Kinsmen and Kinettes  

would like to wish everyone  

a safe and happy holidays 

 enjoying the company of friends and family.   



Machin Messenger—Page11 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Ontario Seniors Dental Care Program provides free dental care to eligible low-income seniors. To 

apply, seniors must be 65 or older with no dental benefits and have an annual net income below 

$22,200 (for individuals) or $37,100 (combined for couple).  

NWHU dental staff can answer questions about the program and complete applications. NWHU provides 

dental services in our new clinic in our shared space with Kenora District Services Board (KDSB) at 20 

King St in Dryden. [or we can help find an appropriate dental provider elsewhere]  

Contact the NWHU dental team to learn more or apply: 1-855-407-6453 or  dentalhealth@nwhu.on.ca . 
Applications can also be completed online at  www.ontario.ca/SeniorsDental . 
  

On behalf of the entire Points 

North Family Health Team – 

Machin Medical Clinic, we 

wish you all a wonderful    

holiday season filled with 

love, health and happiness! 

May your New Year be filled with excitement, 

adventure and all the simple pleasures in life, 

and may the warm spirit of our beautiful com-

munity, swaddle you in comfort and promise 

through the winter months ahead! 

(Our office hours through the holiday season are as 

follows:  We will be closed December 26th, 27th, 29th, 

30th and January 2nd.  We will be open on December 

28th and will resume normal hours January 3rd, 2023.) 

 

mailto:dentalhealth@nwhu.on.ca
http://www.ontario.ca/SeniorsDental
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G & G SPORTS 

Box 309   Vermilion Bay 
Phone 227-2895 

Repairs to most sports equipment 
Zipper replacement or repair 

Snaps & buckles 
Recover ski-do seats and bike seats 

Chairs—boat seats 

Re-lacing baseball gloves 

Skate repair/sharpening 

 

                                                                      

 
The Vermilion Bay Co-op would like to let the shoppers know the 

following monthly dates for 2022                                                      

STORE HOURS: 9 A.M.– 6 P. M.                                
MONDAY—SATURDAY                                           

CLOSED SUNDAYS

Just a reminder that you can view the Co-op Flyers online at 

www.coopconnection.ca                                                                   

Thank you for your patronage. 

Shareholder 

Days 

Senior Days Flyer Days 

  

December 9 December 16 Dec. 9—15 
 

   

 

 Dec. 23—29 

THIS SPACE  

COULD BE YOURS! 

CALL US  

FOR ADVERTISING RATES. 

227-2633 

 

Thursdays at 12:30 p.m. 

Evangelical Church 

Contact Val Taylor @ 227-5293 

Marcia Pilipishen 227-2061 

http://www.coopconnection.ca
http://www.google.ca/url?url=http://www.canadiandesignresource.ca/logo/co-op-logo/&rct=j&frm=1&q=&esrc=s&sa=U&ei=-LeiVMqiEcL_yQTzwoGoAw&ved=0CCYQ9QEwAQ&usg=AFQjCNF39XXGRk64zMWk7JSjeh0ZkqUycw
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The Reading Room 

will be open 

during Municipal Office business hours.  

Building Permit Applications and general inquiries are     

available at the Machin Office.   Any questions on building, 

please call the Chief Building Office, Shawna Alberts at (807)-

216-8285 or the Municipal Office at 227-2633. 

Area Church Services 

 

 

 
Our Lady of Fatima 

Roman Catholic Church 
Hwy 17 Vermilion Bay 
Closed for the winter 

Vermilion Bay United Church 

97 Spruce Street 

Vermilion Bay 

Worship Services:  

Easter to the end of September 

Eagle River (Ebenezer) Baptist Church 

Services at First Baptist Church 

58 King Street, Dryden, Ontario 

Morning Worship Service at 10:30 a.m. 

St. Mark Lutheran Church 

Hwy 17 Vermilion Bay 

Services: Sundays 11:30 a.m. 

 

Evangelical Mission Church 

55 Willow Street, Vermilion Bay 

Services: Sundays 11:00 a.m. 

Sunday School—10:00 a.m.  

Upper Falls Baptist Church 

Hwy 105 North 

Worship: Sundays 11:00 a.m. 

Sunday School/Bible Study:  

10:00 a.m. (all ages) 

Copies of the water systems monthly summary, annual reports and the financial plan 

are available for viewing at the Municipal Office if any of the general public would like 

to review them.  Also available at the Municipal Office the public may access the Wa-

ter Quality System Policy for the Vermilion Bay water treatment plant and distribution 

system which forms part of the Operational Plan.  Should anyone have any questions 

or concerns please do not hesitate to contact Shawna Alberts at 227-2064. 

UPCOMING MEETINGS 

Machin Council Meeting: Tuesday December 13 im-
mediately following the Public Works meeting in Council 
Chambers, Machin Municipal Office. The December 26th 
meeting is cancelled.  
Public Works Meeting: Tuesday December 13 at 6:00 
p.m., in Council Chambers in Machin Municipal Office 
Revitalization Committee: TBA  
Lions Club—First and third Wednesdays of every 
month, 7:00 p.m., Lion’s Hall. 
Happy-Go-Lucky Seniors: Catered lunch, December 
12 
Friends of Pine Tree Pathways:  TBA 
TOPS—Now meeting Thursdays at 1:00 p.m. at the 
Evangelical Church.  
AA - 7:00 p.m. Tuesdays and Sundays at the Evangeli-
cal Mission Church, 55 Willow St., Vermilion Bay. Social 
distancing rules apply.  
AL-Anon Family Group: Every Thursday 7:00 p.m., at 
St. Mark Lutheran Church. For more info call Darlene 
@938-7061. 
Kinettes—The first WEDNESDAY of each month, 7:00 
p.m. in the Bayview meeting room.  
Seniors Friendship Club of Eagle River—Second 
Wednesday of each Month.  
Police Services Board—TBA 
Waldhof Wranglers—Contact Joanne Graham at 807-
323 2797 or check out the Waldhof Wranglers Facebook 
page.  

  

Contact Information for 
Mayor & Council 

Mayor:  
Gord Griffiths 227-2074, 221-8717 (cell) 
Deputy Mayor: 
Dennis Peterson 220-1558 (cell) 
Councillor:  
Tony Blair 220-5410 (cell) 
Councillor:  
Ray Pilkey 755-1701, 220-1502 (cell) 
Councillor: 
Greg Swanson 220-3615 (cell) 


