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COUNCIL NEWS 

   The Municipality is pleased to announce that we have decided 
to move forward with Steenhof Mining Services' proposal to pro-
vide engineering and government support services for the de-
sign, costing, and business case development of a new and much
-needed Medical Clinic and EMS base in our community.  We 
look forward to working closely with Henry Wall, Steven Trem-
blay, and other members of the Steenhof team as we take the 
next steps toward making this vital project a reality.  Their work 
will build on the previous cost projection and feasibility study, 
allowing us to refine a cost-effective and practical design that 
meets the needs of our residents.  In addition to the technical 
planning, Steenhof will also assist in preparing a strong case to 
present to government partners as we seek support and funding.  
We are excited to see this project progress and remain com-
mitted to improving access to essential healthcare and emergen-
cy services for our community. 

The Municipality, along with Dr. Gagnon and Jennifer Loewen 
from the Points North Family Health Team, were pleased to vir-
tually meet with representatives from NOSM University to dis-
cuss our proposed new Medical Clinic and explore potential 
funding opportunities to support the project.  The Province of 
Ontario has announced a $300 million investment aimed at ex-
panding learning opportunities in medical clinics across the prov-
ince, and NOSM University will be receiving a portion of this 
funding to help carry out the government's goal of strengthening 
healthcare access and medical education in northern and rural 
communities.  We sincerely thank the NOSM team for organizing 
this valuable discussion and extend our gratitude to Dr. Owen 
Prowse, Dr. Kristy Cote, and Dr. Edward Hirvi for taking the time 
to meet with us, share insights, and learn more about our com-
munity’s vision.  Their perspective on NOSM’s role in supporting 
clinical learning and development opportunities in new medical 
facilities was appreciated and encouraging.  We look forward to 
keeping an open and ongoing line of communication with Dr. 
Prowse, Dr. Cote, and Dr. Hirvi as we continue to advance our 
clinic project and explore opportunities for funding and partner-
ship together. 

Mayor Griffiths recently had the opportunity to speak with On-
tario’s Minister of Finance, Peter Bethlenfalvy, to discuss several 
ongoing issues impacting the Municipality.  We would like to sin-
cerely thank Minister Bethlenfalvy for taking the time to chat and 
for his willingness to listen to the unique challenges our commu-
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nity faces.  The conversation was extremely productive and al-
lowed for open dialogue on the financial pressures many small 
and rural municipalities are currently navigating.  Mayor Griffiths 
emphasized the importance of sustainable funding models that 
reflect the realities of delivering essential services in northern and 
rural areas.  We appreciate Minister Bethlenfalvy’s openness to 
exploring potential solutions. The Municipality looks forward to 
working collaboratively with the Minister and his team to identify 
meaningful ways that small municipalities like ours can be better 
supported to ensure long-term financial stability and continued 
growth. 

The Municipality would like to extend a heartfelt thank you to 
Mayor Fred Mota and the Municipality of Red Lake for the kind 
invitation to join in celebrating their Centennial Anniversary of the 
discovery of gold in Red Lake.   It was a pleasure to be part of such 
a significant milestone for the community, and we commend eve-
ryone involved in making the event such a success.  A special 
thank you goes out to all the sponsors and volunteers whose hard 
work and dedication brought the celebration to life.  We would 
also like to express our sincere appreciation to the Ministers who 
made the effort to travel to Red Lake and took the time to speak 
with Mayor Griffiths during their visit. Having Ministers present in 
our region is incredibly important, as it provides them with a first-
hand understanding of the unique challenges and opportunities 
we face in the north.  We are grateful for the opportunity to share 
our experiences and continue meaningful conversations that will 
impact our small communities moving forward. 

Economic Development: 

The Municipality is disappointed to share that our recent applica-
tion to the Ontario Trillium Foundation (OTF) Capital Grant for the 
replacement of the ice plant at the Woodland Arena was unfortu-
nately not approved.  This funding was a crucial piece in making 
the project financially feasible, and we are deeply disappointed by 
the outcome.  That said, we remain committed to exploring every 
possible avenue to move this much-needed project forward.  We 
still have a grant application under review with the Northern On-
tario Heritage Fund Corporation (NOHFC), which, if approved, 
would support a significant portion of the cost.  However, without 
the OTF funding, the Municipality would now be responsible for 
approximately $170,000 of the total cost—more than double the 
$66,000 we would have contributed had both grants been ap-
proved.  We are also actively looking into available incentive pro-
grams related to energy efficiency and equipment upgrades to 
determine whether they apply to this project.  If eligible, such in-
centives could help bridge the financial gap and be the deciding 
factor in whether we are able to proceed with the replacement of 
the ice plant at this time.  We recognize 
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the importance of this facility to our community and will contin-
ue working to find solutions that ensure its long-term viability. 

I’d personally like to extend a sincere thank you to Dr. Gagnon 
and Jennifer Loewen for all of their continued support and dedi-
cation in helping us advance the new Medical Clinic and EMS 
Base project.  It seems this year we’ve been putting more time 
and focus into trying to move this important project forward, 
and their involvement has been incredibly valuable.  We know 
how busy both Dr. Gagnon and Jennifer are with their day-to-
day responsibilities, which makes their ongoing support even 
more appreciated.  A special thank you to Jennifer for not only 
identifying a funding opportunity that could assist with planning 
costs but also taking the time to complete the application.  We 
recognize how time-consuming that process can be, especially 
when managing the demands of a busy clinic.  Your time, effort, 
and commitment to improving healthcare in our community do 
not go unnoticed, and we are truly grateful to have your part-
nerships in this project. 

It was so nice to be back in the community at the end of June 
and beginning of July—I truly missed the area and all of you.  It 
was great to reconnect and spend time in the office.  I’d like to 
extend a thank you to the local businesses that kindly allowed 
me to film for the Economic Development Committee, and a big 
thank you to the Vermilion Bay Lions Club for letting me capture 
footage during their successful fish fry event.  I’m currently 
working on putting together the video content and hope to 
begin releasing some of the finished pieces in the next month or 
two.  There’s still a bit of additional footage needed before the 
videos are complete, thank you to those that have agreed to 
help in capturing the final footage.  I’m looking forward to shar-
ing the results with all of you—and even more so, I’m looking 
forward to my next visit back to the community. 

Public Works: 

A big thank you to our Public Works crew for spray washing the 
Medical Clinic and Eagle River Recreation Centre. The difference 
is truly impeccable—both buildings look fantastic! Your hard 
work and attention to detail are greatly appreciated. 

Our crew is preparing to have various sections of our road net-
work sprayed with calcium as part of our ongoing efforts to 
manage and maintain our road infrastructure this summer sea-
son.  Thanks to our crew for their great efforts this year and 
maintaining our parks, buildings, and important infrastructure. 

Revitalization Committee: 

Machin hats are still available for purchase at the Bayview and 
Machin Municipal Office.  Hats are only $30, and all proceeds go 

toward our ongoing fundraising projects.  If you missed out on 
any of our past swag or have ideas for new items you’d like to 
see, please reach out to the members listed below—we’d love 
to hear from you and see what we can do! Also, a reminder that 
our 2026 calendars will start becoming available this fall, so be 
sure to grab yours early before they sell out! 

Committee Members:  

Jenna Mol 
Karen Mol 
Carmene Hampe 
Ray Pilkey 
Lisa Durocher 
 
Revitalization Committee Travelling Hats: 

From Alaska to Winnipeg to the Bridge Walk in Sault Ste. Marie 
and all the way back to Machin…the travelling hats!! 

   

 

  

Shoutout: 

A SHOUTOUT and thank you to Tasha for all her hard work in 
organizing and running the Free Glow in the Dark Disco Roller-
blading nights on Fridays! These events have been a great suc-
cess, bringing fun and energy to the community, and we’re 
thrilled to see so many people coming out to enjoy them.  We 
truly appreciate Tasha’s dedication—not only for volunteering 
her own time but also for finding others to help make these 
nights possible, we thank all the volunteers who have been a 
part of these fun nights.  Your efforts have created a fun, safe, 
and vibrant space for everyone.  Thank you for making it all hap-
pen! 
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As the weather starts to warm up, we 

ask that everyone be FIRE SMART. 

You can learn more by going to  

https://www.ontario.ca/page/firesmart.  

Please be cautious and careful! 

                          

To report a forest fire 310-FIRE 
or 1-888-284-3473 

 

 

 

 

 

Effective April 1st to October 31st, 2025 

NO DAY BURNING – Fires can only be ignit-

ed 2 hours before sunset, or later, and 

must be extinguished 2 hours after sunrise, 

or earlier. 

To report a Forest Fire call 310-FIRE  

or 1-888-284-3473 

Thumbs up   Thumbs down 

Thumbs up  to  Don Wupori for helping Sue Pelland 
decorate the senior club for the Christmas In July Sup-
per.  

Attention Machin Taxpayers! 2025 Final Tax Bills were 

mailed out on June 13, 2025. The Final Tax Bills are due July 

31, 2025. If you have not received your tax bill, please con-

tact the Municipal Office at (807) 227-2633. Failure to re-

ceive tax notice does not relieve the taxpayer from payment 

or taxes nor liability for delinquent payment. 

4, 

https://www.ontario.ca/page/firesmart
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 POWER OUTAGES  

 
 

To be prepared in case of a power outage: 

• Create a family emergency plan. Identify the safest enclosed space in your home along with a safe meeting place 
outside of the home, in case it is necessary to evacuate the house.  Be sure that everyone knows what to do and 
where to go in case of an emergency.  

• Have a 72-hour emergency supply kit which includes things such as a list of emergency numbers and important con-
tacts, canned and dried foods, manual can openers, water (2 litres per person per day), batteries, flashlights, a first 
aid kit, blankets, cash, a cell phone battery charger, prescriptions and any other necessary medical supplies. Make 
sure everyone knows where the kit is kept. 

• Plug your electronics into a surge protector. This reduces the risk of electrical hazards such as fires, dangerous 
surges and damaged items such as laptops or TVs. 

 
Before a storm or possible power outage: 

• Ensure that 72-hour emergency kit is stocked and contact numbers are up to date. 

• Keep all mobile phones fully charged so that you’ll be able to get the latest information, update others, and check on 
loved ones. 

• Lower your fridge to 40ºF/4ºC and your freezer to 0ºF/-18ºC to maintain a colder temperature as long as possible to 
protect your food supply. 

 
During a power outage: 

• Call 1-800-434-1235 to report the power outage and/or any downed power lines to Hydro One.  

• Stay at least 10 metres (30 feet) back from a downed power line. 

• Do not use fuel-burning heaters, lights, generators or portable stoves designed for outdoor use inside the house. 
Since they are designed for outside use, they have no exhaust system to evacuate the carbon monoxide fumes and 
can cause asphyxiation or poisoning when used inside. 

• Do not touch electrical equipment that may have been exposed to water. 

• If a power line falls on vehicle while you are inside it, stay in your vehicle and call 9-1-1, unless vehicle is on fire.  If 
your vehicle is on fire, then leave vehicle immediately by doing the “bunny hop” – jump out with your feet together so 
that you don't touch the ground and vehicle at the same time. 

• Check in on neighbours and friends in your area. 
 
After the power is restored: 

• Check your electrical panel and electrical installation for damage.  If you see sparks or broken or frayed wires, notice 
a smell or feel heat, turn off the power at the electrical panel, if it is safe to do so.  Do not walk through water to get 
to the electrical panel.  Contact an electrician if there is any damage to electrical installation. 

• Turn on appliances and electronics one at a time to avoid a power surge.  

• Dispose of any spoiled food in your fridge and freezer. 

• Restock your 72-hour emergency supply kit as needed. 
 

Machin Volunteer Fire and First Response can be contacted by phone: 807-227-2056, 
email: machinfire@bellnet.ca, or mail: PO Box 249, Vermilion Bay, ON P0V2V0 

follow Machin Fire on Facebook and Instagram 
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                                                         Need a Ride to Dryden?  

                                                          Try Out Our Seniors Bus. 

This is a Door to Door Service – you do not have to worry about parking or walking.  We drop you off 

right at the door of your medical appointment or essential shopping and return to pick you up. 

The cost is $15.00 per person to ride to and from Dryden on Tuesday or Thursday.  Should 
you have mobility issues both getting on and off the bus or shopping and carrying your 
items, thanks to the Happy Go Lucky Seniors Club they have provided funding for an Assis-
tant to ride on the bus to help with these issues.  Please call the Municipal Office at 227-2633 to 
book your ride or if you have any questions. 

You do not have to be a senior to use this service. Any adult can ride, however seniors do come first for 

this service. 

Please stay updated by checking the Woodland Arena Facebook page.  



Machin Messenger—Page 6 

The Municipality of Machin is  

looking for members for the fol-

lowing committees: 

-Committee of Adjustment   

-Dryden OPP Detachment Board 3  

-Accessibility Committee 

If you have any questions about 

these boards please contact  

Tammy Rob, Clerk Treasurer at 

(807)-227-2659.  

 

Eagle River Recreation Center Rentals 

 

Excellent for birthday parties, weddings, meetings, pickleball 
games, indoor sports, family gatherings and more. 

Available free of charge we have Wi Fi Starlink Internet, tables, chairs and 
parking lot on site. For an extra fee, we also have available a Lucynt Projector 
and full kitchen.   

Call the Municipality of Machin at 807-227-2633 for rates and availability. 

 

Machin Mayor, Council & 

Staff wish everyone a safe 

and Happy Labour Day on 

September 1, 2025. 
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Submitted by Connie Calvert 

The Sunset Country Ukulele group was started two years ago by two girls with an intention. Su-
sanne Bastable and Mary Lindmeier spend time in Mexico every winter and got involved there. They 
brought back the idea to share their fun with anyone interested in learning. It started out as a small 
gathering and has grown to a group of over 40 members. 
We play at Patricia Gardens, Princess Court, The Go Getter’s, 10 Victoria, The Annual Fish Fry/
Pontoon Boat ride in Vermilion Bay, Eagle River Coffeehouse; to name a few.  
We have so much fun playing a variety of music and meet once a week in the summer/fall months 
and every two weeks in the winter to hone our skills and learn new chords and songs.  
Susanne Bastable is our summer/fall and Connie Calvert our winter leader. It’s  a great way to meet 
new people, socialize, learn an instrument and have tons of fun.  
Keeping active and involved is so important to your well being and provides  a mental health boost! 

Left to right: Jackie Neall, Sara Neall (Instructor), Mary Lindmeier, Joan Moses, Carmene Hampe, Linda 
White, Ursie Skene, Pat Calvert, Susanne Bastable, Linda Carter 
We have a dedicated group of yogi’s in Eagle River. Our leader, Certified Yoga Instructor, Sara 
Neall, has many years of experience and we all enjoy her classes. We are very fortunate she is 
willing to teach and share her expertise. 
It is important to stretch, strengthen and balance our muscles and bodies. Mindfulness, awareness 
and making the practice your own is Sara’s goal for her participants.  
If you drag yourself to class, you leave feeling so much better!  
Eagle River is a ‘happening’ community and welcomes everyone to join our various activities. We 
promote mental health and wellness.  
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FOR SALE 
 

Eagle River Hall old tables are up 
for sale 

S40.00 each 
If you are interested please call 

the Machin Office 
807-227-2633 

 

 

 

 

 

Marcia Pilipishen 807-227-2061 

Vermilion Bay TOPS meets 

Thursdays at 11:00 a.m. 

at the Vermilion Bay Evangelical Church. 

If you are interested in joining our group,   please 

call the number below for further information.  

From the Commercial Food Fishery on Eagle Lake. 

Hale Fisheries have Whitefish for sale 

Fillets, skin off & deboned $12.00 per LB 

Dressed                     $ 4.00 per LB 

Dressed & Scaled           $ 6.00 per LB 

Call Ralph  807-755-2468 
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G & G SPORTS 

Box 309   Vermilion Bay 
Phone 227-2895 

Repairs to most sports equipment 
Zipper replacement or repair 

Snaps & buckles 
Recover ski-do seats and bike seats 

Chairs—boat seats 

Re-lacing baseball gloves 

Skate repair/sharpening 

                                                                      

 
The Vermilion Bay Co-op would like to let the shoppers 

know the following monthly dates for 2025                                                    

STORE HOURS: 9 A.M.– 6 P. M.                                
MONDAY—SATURDAY                                           

CLOSED SUNDAYS                                                                 

 
Just a reminder that you can view the Co-op Flyers online at 

www.coopconnection.ca                                                                   

Shareholder 

Days 

Senior Days Flyer Days 

Aug. 8th Aug. 20th 

 

July 31st—Aug. 7th 
Aug. 14th—21st 
Aug. 28th—Sept. 
4th 

 The Co-op will be closed Monday 
August 4th for the Civic Holiday 

 

http://www.coopconnection.ca
http://www.google.ca/url?url=http://www.canadiandesignresource.ca/logo/co-op-logo/&rct=j&frm=1&q=&esrc=s&sa=U&ei=-LeiVMqiEcL_yQTzwoGoAw&ved=0CCYQ9QEwAQ&usg=AFQjCNF39XXGRk64zMWk7JSjeh0ZkqUycw
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The Reading Room 

will be open 

during Municipal Office business hours.  

Building Permit Applications and general inquiries are     
available at the Machin Office.   Any questions on build-
ing, please call the Chief Building Office, Shawna Al-
berts at (807)-216-8285 or the Municipal Office at 807-
227-2633. 

Area Church Services 

 

 

 Our Lady of Fatima 
Roman Catholic Church 
Hwy 17 Vermilion Bay 

Mass Fridays at 5:30 p.m. 
 

Vermilion Bay United Church 

97 Spruce Street 

Vermilion Bay 

Worship Services:  

Wednesdays at 7:00 p.m. 

Easter to the end of September 

St. Mark Lutheran Church 

Hwy 17 Vermilion Bay 

Services: Sundays 11:30 a.m. 

Evangelical Mission Church 

55 Willow Street, Vermilion Bay 

Services: Sundays 11:00 a.m. 

Sunday School—10:00 a.m.  

Upper Falls Baptist Church 

Hwy 105 North 

Worship: Sundays 11:00 a.m. 

Sunday School/Bible Study:  

10:00 a.m. (all ages) 

Copies of the water systems monthly summary, annual reports and the finan-

cial plan are available for viewing at the Municipal Office if any of the general 

public would like to review them.  Also available at the Municipal Office the 

public may access the Water Quality System Policy for the Vermilion Bay water 

treatment plant and distribution system which forms part of the Operational 

Plan.  Should anyone have any questions or concerns please do not hesitate to 

contact Shawna Alberts at 807-227-2064. 

UPCOMING MEETINGS 

Machin Council Meeting: Monday August 11th 
and Monday August 25th immediately following the 
Public Works meeting, 6:00 p.m. in Council Cham-
bers, Machin Municipal Office 
Public Works Meeting: Monday August 11th at 
6:00 p.m., in Council Chambers in Machin Municipal 
Office 
Lions Club—First and third Wednesdays of every 
month, 7:00 p.m., Lion’s Hall. ON HOLD FOR THE 
SUMMER! 
AA - 7:00 p.m. Tuesdays and Sundays at the Evan-
gelical Mission Church, 55 Willow St., Vermilion 
Bay. Social distancing rules apply.  
AL-Anon Family Group: Every Thursday 6:30 
p.m., at St. Mark Lutheran Church. For more info 
call Darlene @938-7061. Please note time 
change! 
Seniors Friendship Club of Eagle River—Third 
Wednesday of each Month.  
Waldhof Wranglers—Contact Emma Benham at 
807-220–0554,  waldhofwranglers2011@gmail.com ,  
or check out the Waldhof Wranglers Facebook page.  
 

 

Contact Information for 
Mayor & Council 

Mayor:  
Gord Griffiths 807-227-2074, 807-221-8717 
(cell) 
Deputy Mayor: 
Dennis Peterson 807-220-1558 (cell) 
Councillor:  
Tony Blair 807-227-5410 (cell) 
Councillor:  
Ray Pilkey 807-220-1502 (cell) 
Councillor: 
Greg Swanson 807-220-3615 (cell) 


